
 



Welcome to this 30-day Devotional through the Gospel of John. Each 
day’s entry consists of about 30 verses followed by thoughts and 
applications from the passage, and should be able to be read in 10 
minutes or less. This Devotional is not an exhaustive study of John. 
Rather, it is a swift journey through the book, highlighting some of the 
important truths and sharing how these truths apply to our lives. 
 

Two stories come to mind when I think about John’s Gospel. One is the 
account of how prominent author and Christian leader Larry Burkett 
(who has since passed away) came to personal faith in Jesus Christ. He 
had been attending a Bible study with his wife but participated with an 
argumentative attitude. The Bible study leader met with him privately to 
address Larry’s attitude and behavior. He told him that if he truly looked 
for the truth in God’s Word he would find it, but if he was only set on 
finding questions and problems, that is what he would find. Then to 
Larry’s apparent surprise, he asked him to stop coming to his Bible 
studies. Yet after this, Larry Burkett proceeded to read the Gospel of 
John and came to saving faith in Jesus Christ.* Truly God’s Word “...is 
quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword” (Heb. 4:12). 
 

The second story comes from a Bible study I had several years ago with 
a man who had been coming to the church where I was serving as an 
assistant pastor. This man was not yet a believer in Jesus but was 
interested in the Bible study. We began studying through John. After a 
few weeks of our study, I went to his home on a Saturday and began our 
study for that week. Shortly after I started, he stopped me and told me 
he wanted to receive Jesus as his Savior.  
 

I trust that God will use His Word in your life wherever you are in your 
journey. If you already know Jesus in a saving way, I hope this time in 
John will strengthen your walk and increase your understanding of God’s 
truth and your desire to serve Him. If you are like the men were in the 
stories above, and do not yet know the Lord, I hope you will read will an 
open heart and allow God to show you His Son, Jesus Christ, as the one 
true way of eternal life. 
 

Matt Witter 
Pastor, Casa Grande Baptist Church (casagrandebaptistchurch.com) 
 
*https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdlfCtNgopw (final 7 minutes) 



Day 1 John 1:1-31 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light 
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 The same 
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him 
might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of 
that Light. 
 
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the 
world knew him not. 11 He came unto his own, and his own received 
him not. 12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:  
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God. 
 
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld 
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace 
and truth. 15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of 
whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he 
was before me. 16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for 
grace. 17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ. 18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
 
19 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 20 And he confessed, and 
denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 21 And they asked him, 
What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that 
prophet? And he answered, No. 22 Then said they unto him, Who art 
thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest 
thou of thyself? 23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 
Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 



24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 25 And they asked 
him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that 
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 26 John answered them, saying, I 
baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom ye know 
not; 27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose 
shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose. 28 These things were done in 
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 
29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 30 This is he of 
whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for 
he was before me. 31 And I knew him not: but that he should be made 
manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. 
 
THE WORD 
The Gospel of John begins with “the Word.” The descriptions of the 
Word are striking, yet very clear. “The Word was God.” “All things were 
made by Him...”  “In Him was life...” The identity of the Word is given in 
verses 14-17. The Word is Jesus Christ. Jesus entered our world through 
the womb of His mother Mary, conceived not by man but by the Holy 
Ghost. One of His names is Emmanuel which means “God with us” 
(Matthew 1:23). Thus at the outset of John’s Gospel, we are told of the 
true nature of Jesus—He was God in human flesh.   
 
Several years ago, someone mentioned to me that history itself makes 
reference to Jesus’ life on this earth. Each new year we add “1” so that 
the years count “up.” But going back a little more than 2,000 years, we 
identify historical events by years that count “down.” What event is in 
between these years that count down and the years that count up? It is 
the birth of Jesus. Even though the designations have changed over the 
years—B.C. (before Christ) has been replaced by some with BCE or 
other designations—Jesus’ birth still divides the two “sides” of history. 
But according to John, Jesus was not just a great historical figure. He was 
both God and Man. 
 
CREATION 
Verse 3 tells us that “All things were made by Him...” Throughout the 
Bible we read references to God being the Creator of our universe. 



Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning, God created the heaven and the 
earth.” Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament sheweth his handywork.” Speaking of Jesus, Colossians 1:16 
says, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible...”  
 
The past 100 years have witnessed marvels in technology. Advancements 
in travel and communication are truly amazing. Yet we know that behind 
every jet, computer, or cell phone is a person of group of people who 
designed and built those devices. How could it be any different with our 
world? Behind the incredible complexities of the human body or the 
vastness of the planetary heavens is the wisdom and power of God. The 
psalmist remarks on God’s handiwork in Psalm 139:14, “I will praise thee; 
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made...” 
 
GOD’S FAMILY 
In our passage today we read of a man named John. This was John the 
Baptist, not to be confused with John the disciple of Jesus and human 
author of the Gospel of John. John the Baptist was prophesied in Isaiah 
40:3 as one who would proclaim the coming of Jesus Christ. In verse 29 
we read that he declared, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.” Israel in the Old Testament was instructed to offer 
many sacrifices to God, but these were not sufficient to truly cleanse 
anyone of their sin. Jesus came to be the One sacrifice that could bring 
remission of sins. He was and is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin 
of the world. It is through faith in Him that we can be forgiven of our sins 
and be given eternal life. By receiving Jesus, we become part of God’s 
family. Some may say that we are all God’s children because we all came 
from God. In a sense that is generally correct, but the true children of 
God are the ones who have believed on Jesus unto salvation. In our 
passage today, we read in John 1:12, “But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name.” 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 2 John 1:32-51; 2:1-11 
 
 32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven 
like a dove, and it abode upon him. 33 And I knew him not: but he that 
sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom 
thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is 
he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost. 34 And I saw, and bare record 
that this is the Son of God. 
 
35 Again the next day after John stood, and two of his disciples; 36 And 
looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! 
37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 
38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, What 
seek ye? They said unto him, Rabbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, 
Master,) where dwellest thou? 39 He saith unto them, Come and see. 
They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it 
was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two which heard John speak, 
and followed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first findeth 
his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, 
which is, being interpreted, the Christ. 42 And he brought him to Jesus. 
And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: 
thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone. 
 
43 The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, 
and saith unto him, Follow me. 44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of 
Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We 
have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. 46 And Nathanael said unto him, 
Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, 
Come and see. 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, 
Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 48 Nathanael saith unto 
him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw 
thee. 49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son 
of God; thou art the King of Israel. 50 Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, believest thou? 
thou shalt see greater things than these. 51 And he saith unto him, Verily, 



verily, I say unto you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man. 
 
John 2 
And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the 
mother of Jesus was there: 2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, 
to the marriage. 3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith 
unto him, They have no wine. 4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have 
I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 5 His mother saith unto 
the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 6 And there were set 
there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the 
Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. 7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill 
the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he 
saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. 
And they bare it. 9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that 
was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which 
drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, 
10 And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good 
wine; and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou 
hast kept the good wine until now. 11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus 
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples 
believed on him. 
 
IDENTIFYING THE SON OF GOD 
John the Baptist’s mission was to be a witness for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and it was revealed to John how to identify the Lord. He would be the 
One upon Whom the Spirit descended and remained. We read of this 
happening at Jesus’ baptism (Matthew 3:16). Here in our passage John 
clearly identified Jesus as the Son of God. Sometime later, while John the 
Baptist was in prison, he seemed to have doubts about Jesus as the 
Christ and even sent some of his disciples to ask Him (Matthew 11:2-3). I 
think this is a good reminder of the importance of guarding against 
doubting what God has clearly shown us to be true. Sometimes perhaps 
our changing feelings or life’s circumstances may influence us to doubt 
God or His promises. We need to combat these doubts with the clear 
truth of God’s Word. Philippians 4:8 lists things that we need to think 
about. The first in the list are things that are true. Our feelings and 
circumstances may change, but God does not change. 



BRINGING PEOPLE TO JESUS 
In the latter portion of John, we read about two men who began to 
follow Jesus and also brought others to follow Him. Andrew found his 
own brother Peter and brought him to the Lord, and Philip invited 
Nathanael. Throughout John, we will be reminded again and again about 
Jesus being the one way to eternal life. How important it is for believers 
to bring others unto the Savior. Years ago I was out doing some 
outreach for the church I was pastoring and had the privilege to meet a 
lady named Karen who was very open to the Gospel. That very day she 
trusted Jesus to save her soul. A short time later she went into the 
hospital with some medical complications, and not long after that, this 
dear lady in her early 40’s passed away. She had evidently told her 
husband that no matter what happened to her, she had made peace 
with God. We had certainly hoped she would recover, yet it was 
amazing to see that she had come to know the Lord just months before 
she died. While we should try to help people with their earthly needs, 
we must remember the significance of pointing others to the Lord Jesus 
and eternal life found in Him. 
 
THE FIRST MIRACLE 
In chapter 2, we read about Jesus’ miracle at the wedding in Cana where 
He turned water into wine. Years ago in the early days of planting a 
church in southern California, I remember preparing a Bible study on this 
passage and wondering how to teach about the “wine.” What exactly 
was it? Was it grape juice? Was it alcoholic? My mind was drawn to 
Proverbs 23:29-35 about the dangers of intoxicating wine. Would Jesus, 
who came to save mankind, have made a beverage that fit that 
description in Proverbs? That certainly would seem contrary to Jesus’ 
nature. According to verse 11, this appears to be the first of the many 
miracles Jesus performed while here on earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 3 John 2:12-25; 3:1-18 
 
12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his mother, and his 
brethren, and his disciples: and they continued there not many days. 
 
13 And the Jews' passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem, 
14 And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, 
and the changers of money sitting: 15 And when he had made a scourge 
of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and 
the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the 
tables; 16 And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; 
make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. 17 And his 
disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath 
eaten me up. 18 Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign 
shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things? 19 Jesus  
answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up. 20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this temple 
in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days? 21 But he spake of the 
temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was risen from the dead, his 
disciples remembered that he had said this unto them; and they believed 
the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said. 
 
23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the passover, in the feast day, many 
believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. 24 But 
Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men, 
25 And needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was 
in man. 
 
John 3 
There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews: 2 The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do these 
miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. 3 Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
 



4 Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? 
can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 
5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but 
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit. 
 
9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How can these things be? 
10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master of Israel, and 
knowest not these things? 11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that 
we do know, and testify that we have seen; and ye receive not our 
witness. 12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how shall 
ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? 13 And no man hath ascended 
up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man 
which is in heaven. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 15 That whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 
 
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on 
him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God. 
 
SHOW US A SIGN 
When Jesus found those who were selling animals and exchanging 
money at the Temple, He forcibly removed them, accusing them of 
making His Father’s house a house of merchandise. Jesus’ actions were a 
fulfillment of Psalm 69:9, which was one of many Old Testament 
prophecies that were fulfilled in His life. The Jews asked Jesus to give 
them a sign to justify His actions at the Temple. This is not the only time 
that the Jews asked Him for a sign. They seemed preoccupied with signs 
(I Corinthians 1:22). The sign Jesus gave was of His resurrection: 



“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” While the Jews 
did not understand this sign, His disciples remembered these words after 
Jesus’ resurrection.  
 
BORN AGAIN 
Throughout Jesus’ ministry, the Pharisees were usually opposed to Him. 
One rare exception to this was Nicodemus. We will read of him twice 
more in John. In this passage he came to Jesus by night, acknowledging 
Jesus to be a teacher that came from God. Jesus responded with these 
words, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” If you are familiar with the term “born 
again” try for a moment to think of how this sounded to Nicodemus. He 
understood Jesus very literally, wondering how he could re-enter his 
mother’s womb and be physically born a second time. Jesus explained 
that to see the kingdom of God, one has to be born twice: there is a 
birth of the flesh, and there is a birth of the Spirit. Most people know the 
date of their physical birthday, and commonly we celebrate these days 
each year. But to see the kingdom of God, we must have a second birth. 
This birth occurs when someone believes on Jesus unto eternal life. John 
3:16 explains this so plainly, “For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” We do not enter God’s kingdom by our 
own efforts. It is through faith in Jesus, Who gave Himself as the payment 
for our sin. John 3:18 can be both a comforting verse or a sobering verse, 
depending upon our standing with God. For those who have believed on 
Jesus, there is no condemnation. But those who have not believed are 
already condemned. How important it is to turn unto Jesus and accept 
God’s free gift of salvation while we have opportunity to do so. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 4 John 3:19-36; 4:1-15 
 
19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 21 But he that doeth truth 
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are 
wrought in God. 
 
22 After these things came Jesus and his disciples into the land of Judaea; 
and there he tarried with them, and baptized. 23 And John also was 
baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: 
and they came, and were baptized. 24 For John was not yet cast into 
prison. 
 
25 Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the 
Jews about purifying. 26 And they came unto John, and said unto him, 
Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest 
witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men come to him. 27 John 
answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him 
from heaven. 28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the 
Christ, but that I am sent before him. 29 He that hath the bride is the 
bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and 
heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my 
joy therefore is fulfilled. 30 He must increase, but I must decrease. 31 He 
that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and 
speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. 32 And 
what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his 
testimony. 33 He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that 
God is true. 34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of God: 
for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. 35 The Father loveth 
the Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 36 He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 
 
John 4 
When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus 
made and baptized more disciples than John, 2 (Though Jesus himself 



baptized not, but his disciples,) 3 He left Judaea, and departed again into 
Galilee. 4 And he must needs go through Samaria. 5 Then cometh he to a 
city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that 
Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus 
therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was 
about the sixth hour. 
 
7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto 
her, Give me to drink. 8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city 
to buy meat.) 9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it 
that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of 
Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 10 Jesus 
answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it 
is that saith to thee, Give me to drink; thou wouldest have asked of him, 
and he would have given thee living water. 11 The woman saith unto him, 
Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: from whence 
then hast thou that living water? 12 Art thou greater than our father 
Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, 
and his cattle? 13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh 
of this water shall thirst again: 14 But whosoever drinketh of the water 
that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him 
shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 
 
15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, 
neither come hither to draw. 
 
EARTHLY POSITIONS 
The verses at the end of John 3 remind us of God’s sovereignty in the 
lives of mankind. The passage addresses the fact that more people were 
coming to Jesus, and the implication seems to be that fewer were 
following John. This of course was appropriate and right. John was not 
the Christ. He was to direct people TO Jesus Christ. Verse 30 sums it up 
well, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” But John also makes this 
statement, “A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from 
heaven.” John recognized that his position and place of service was given 
to him from God. It is interesting to note that Jesus made a similar 
statement, not to a servant of God, but to the Roman governor Pilate. 
When Pilate reminded Jesus that he had the power to crucify Him or 



release Him, Jesus said, “Thou couldest have no power at all against me, 
except it were given thee from above.” (John 19:11) We are also 
reminded of this in Daniel 4:25, “...the most High ruleth in the kingdom 
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.” In I Corinthians 12:18 we 
read this statement about the body of Christ, “But now hath God set the 
members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.” Those 
who know the Lord should remember that God truly is above all. He 
elevates some, and He brings others down. The desire of our heart 
should be to serve Him and be content in whatever way and place that 
He has for us. 
 
LIVING WATER 
It was noted earlier in John 1 that Jesus is shown to be both God and 
man. Characteristics of His Deity are clearly shown in John and in other 
books of the Bible. Characteristics of His humanity are also shown, such 
as here in the early part of John 4 when we read that Jesus was 
“...wearied with his journey” and asked for a drink from the well. While 
never losing His Deity, Jesus took on Himself “flesh and blood” 
(Hebrews 2:14) and lived the years of His ministry as a man. The 
difference between His life as a man and ours is that although He was 
tempted like we are temped, He never sinned (Hebrews 4:15). 
 
We also see in this passage an illustration of God’s heart toward all 
people. The woman was surprised that Jesus, as a Jew, would speak to a 
Samaritan because Jews usually did not do that. Romans 2:11 tells us that 
“...there is no respect of persons with God.” The Gospel message of 
salvation is for all people.  
 
Jesus told the woman that whoever drank of the water He offered 
would never thirst. She at first understood Jesus literally. How convenient 
that would be not to have to come to the well any more to draw water. 
Those of us living in modern societies with running water from faucets in 
our own homes probably cannot appreciate the time and effort spent on 
hauling water back and forth from a well. Yet Jesus was speaking of 
something far greater than physical water for the body. Those who drink 
of His living water will never thirst. It is wonderful to be able to rest in 
the confidence of God’s promise of salvation, to walk with Him upon this 
earth, and to be with Him one day for all eternity. 



Day 5 John 4:16-45 
  
16 Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband, and come hither. 17 The 
woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou 
hast well said, I have no husband: 18 For thou hast had five husbands; and 
he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst thou truly. 
19 The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet. 
20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem 
is the place where men ought to worship. 21 Jesus saith unto her, 
Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 Ye worship ye 
know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 
23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 
worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth. 25 The woman saith unto him, I know that 
Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is come, he will tell us all 
things. 26 Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he. 
 
27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that he talked with the 
woman: yet no man said, What seekest thou? or, Why talkest thou with 
her? 28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the 
city, and saith to the men, 29 Come, see a man, which told me all things 
that ever I did: is not this the Christ? 30 Then they went out of the city, 
and came unto him. 
 
31 In the mean while his disciples prayed him, saying, Master, eat. 32 But 
he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye know not of. 33 Therefore 
said the disciples one to another, Hath any man brought him ought to 
eat? 34 Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work. 35 Say not ye, There are yet four months, and 
then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look 
on the fields; for they are white already to harvest. 36 And he that 
reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal: that both 
he that soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 37 And herein 
is that saying true, One soweth, and another reapeth. 38 I sent you to 
reap that whereon ye bestowed no labour: other men laboured, and ye 
are entered into their labours. 



 
39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying 
of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did. 40 So when 
the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would 
tarry with them: and he abode there two days. 41 And many more 
believed because of his own word; 42 And said unto the woman, Now 
we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, 
and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 
 
43 Now after two days he departed thence, and went into Galilee. 44 For 
Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no honour in his own country. 
45 Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, 
having seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for they 
also went unto the feast. 
 
GOD’S KNOWLEDGE 
The Lord demonstrated His knowledge of mankind as He continued His 
conversation with the Samaritan woman. He knew that she had 
previously had five husbands and was currently with a man to whom she 
was not married. I wonder how often we consider the fact that God 
knows everything about us. Psalm 139:1-4 speaks of God’s great 
knowledge in this regard: “O LORD, thou hast searched me, and 
known me. 2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou 
understandest my thought afar off. 3 Thou compassest my path and my 
lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 4 For there is not a word 
in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.” Those 
things which we may try to keep hidden from man are never hidden 
from God. 
 
TRUE WORSHIP 
The conversation then turned to where the right “place” was to worship 
God. In the Old Testament, Israel was given specific instructions on 
making offerings to God at the Tabernacle (eventually replaced by the 
Temple). The book of Leviticus has a great amount of detail on the 
various offerings and how to offer them. It was certainly appropriate for 
Israel to follow God’s instructions for these offerings. But Jesus taught 
that true worship is not confined to a specific location but is done in 
spirit and in truth.  



 
The Lord’s teaching does not minimize the practice of believers gathering 
together as a church. Such a practice is taught in Hebrews 10:25, “Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some 
is...” Believers in Jesus should gather as the Scripture teaches. But having a 
walk with God, talking to Him in prayer, offering Him praise, and 
conducting other aspects of serving Him can and should take place 
outside a local church assembly. 
 
PRIORITIZING TIME 
During His time here on earth, Jesus demonstrated the importance of 
doing His Father’s will. After the disciples returned from their errand to 
get food, they encouraged Jesus to eat, but Jesus said that His “meat” 
was to do God’s will and finish God’s work. In John 9:4, Jesus said 
something similar, “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is 
day: the night cometh, when no man can work.” It is important that we 
use our time wisely for God. Ephesians 5:16 says, “Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.” Psalm 90:12 says, “So teach us to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” Here Jesus 
encouraged His disciples not to see the harvest as something to do 
“later” but to notice NOW that the fields are ready for harvest. Let’s not 
procrastinate laboring for the Lord. The “night” will come when we can 
no longer work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 6 John 4:46-54; 5:1-18 
 
46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water 
wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at 
Capernaum. 47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into 
Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, 
and heal his son: for he was at the point of death. 48 Then said Jesus unto 
him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe. 49 The 
nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die. 50 Jesus saith 
unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man believed the word 
that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way. 51 And as he was 
now going down, his servants met him, and told him, saying, Thy son 
liveth. 52 Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. 
And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left 
him. 53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which 
Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole 
house. 54 This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when he was 
come out of Judaea into Galilee. 
 
John 5 
After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 
2 Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called 
in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. 3 In these lay a 
great multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the 
moving of the water. 4 For an angel went down at a certain season into 
the pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the 
troubling of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever 
disease he had. 5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity 
thirty and eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had 
been now a long time in that case, he saith unto him, Wilt thou be made 
whole? 7 The impotent man answered him, Sir, I have no man, when the 
water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me. 8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up 
thy bed, and walk. 9 And immediately the man was made whole, and 
took up his bed, and walked: and on the same day was the sabbath. 



10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It is the sabbath day: 
it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed. 11 He answered them, He that 
made me whole, the same said unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 
12 Then asked they him, What man is that which said unto thee, Take up 
thy bed, and walk? 13 And he that was healed wist not who it was: for 
Jesus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in that place. 
14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, 
thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee. 
15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which had 
made him whole. 
 
16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, 
because he had done these things on the sabbath day. 17 But Jesus 
answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work. 
 
18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only 
had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making 
himself equal with God. 
 
FAITH 
One of the great illustrations of faith is found in the story of the healing 
of the nobleman’s son. Parents whose children have ever faced severe 
sickness, trauma, or life-threatening situations can no doubt relate to this 
father. His son was close to death, and he went out to find Jesus when 
he heard that Jesus had returned to his area. He requested that Jesus 
come to his son and heal him. Jesus challenged him with these words, 
“Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.” Do you have to 
“see” before you will believe? Years ago I was talking to someone about 
the things of God, and he said, “What would make me believe if is they 
found that floating zoo (Noah’s Ark).” I told him I didn’t think that would 
make him believe, and that he would just find some reason to explain it 
away. Surprisingly, he said I was probably right. Will we believe only if we 
see, or will we believe because God said? 
 
After the man urged Jesus to come, the Lord told him, “Go thy way; thy 
son liveth.” How did this father respond? “And the man believed the 
word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.” I suppose in 
a way this sounds so simple—especially when it is someone else. 



Without any proof--the father wouldn’t even get confirmation of his 
son’s healing until the next day--the man believed Jesus’ word and went 
home. Can we trust what God has said, simply because He said it? 
 
REJECTION OF JESUS 
John 5 begins with the healing of a man who had been sick for 38 years. 
During Jesus’ ministry, He was criticized for healing people on the 
Sabbath Day. What is noteworthy about these criticisms is the fact that 
those who opposed Jesus were so fixated on the Sabbath Day issue that 
they seemed unmoved by Jesus’ power to perform these miracles. The 
Bible makes it clear that Jesus’ life here on earth was without sin 
(Hebrews 4:15, I Peter 2:22, and II Corinthians 5:21), and certainly His 
Sabbath Day healings were not wrong.  Some of His teachings on 
Sabbath Day activity can be found in Mark 2:23-28, Luke 13:10-17, and 
Luke 14:1-6. We will read of another Sabbath Day healing in John 9. 
Here in this story, Jesus gave this response to the Jews’ accusation: “My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” This statement infuriated the Jews 
even more because Jesus made Himself equal with God. The Jews’ view 
of Jesus here was in great contrast to John’s perspective recorded in John 
1:14, “...and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father...”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Day 7 John 5:19-47 

 
19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for 
what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise. 20 For 
the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all things that himself doeth: 
and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may marvel. 
21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so 
the Son quickeneth whom he will. 22 For the Father judgeth no man, but 
hath committed all judgment unto the Son: 23 That all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not 
the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. 
 
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth 
on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into 
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 
 
25 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live. 
26 For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to 
have life in himself; 27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment 
also, because he is the Son of man. 28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is 
coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 29 And 
shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 
 
30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment 
is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which 
hath sent me. 
 
31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not true. 32 There is another 
that beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he 
witnesseth of me is true. 
 
33 Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth. 34 But I receive 
not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye might be saved. 



35 He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were willing for a season 
to rejoice in his light. 
 
36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the 
Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of 
me, that the Father hath sent me. 
 
37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of me. 
Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 38 And 
ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye 
believe not. 
 
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me. 40 And ye will not come to me, that ye 
might have life. 41 I receive not honour from men. 42 But I know you, that 
ye have not the love of God in you. 43 I am come in my Father's name, 
and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye 
will receive. 44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of 
another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only? 45 Do not 
think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, 
even Moses, in whom ye trust. 46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me: for he wrote of me. 47 But if ye believe not his 
writings, how shall ye believe my words? 
 
NOT ACTING ALONE 
During Jesus’ ministry on earth, He continually identified His works and 
His teachings with God the Father. Although Jesus retained His Deity, He 
lived His life as a man in obedience to God the Father. In verse 19 of our 
passage, Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing 
of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he 
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.” Also in verse 30, He said, “I 
can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is 
just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which 
hath sent me.” The Jews who opposed Jesus seemed to try to oppose 
Him while maintaining their “devotion” to God and identifying with 
previous great men of God such as Abraham and Moses. As we continue 
through John, we will see that someone cannot truly accept God the 



Father and reject His Son, nor can they “align” themselves rightly with 
men such as Moses or Abraham and also reject Jesus. 
 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  
In verse 39, Jesus encouraged the people to “Search the scriptures...” As 
the New Testament would not yet have been written, Jesus would have 
been referring to writings that are now part of the Old Testament. Years 
ago while I was part of a ministry in North Carolina, I met man who 
described himself as “an Old Testament guy.” Yet, prophecies and 
references to Jesus can be found in the Old Testament. Speaking of the 
Scriptures, Jesus said in verse 39, “...they are they which testify of me.”  
 
In Luke 24, we read the story of Jesus, shortly after His resurrection, 
walking with two men on their way to a village called Emmaus. These 
men were confused about Jesus, His death, and the reports of His 
resurrection. Luke 24:27 says, “And beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning himself.” Moses wrote in Deuteronomy 18:15 of a prophet 
that God would raise up. Isaiah 53 is a description of the life and 
sacrificial death of One that can be clearly seen as fulfilled in Jesus and 
His crucifixion. Micah 5:2 speaks of the Messiah being born in Bethlehem. 
Psalm 22 also prophetically speaks of things that took place at Jesus’ 
crucifixion. These and other Old Testament passages speak of both the 
suffering of Jesus for our sin, and also His coming again one day to rule 
and reign on the earth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 8 John 6:1-29 
 
After these things Jesus went over the sea of Galilee, which is the sea of 
Tiberias. 2 And a great multitude followed him, because they saw his 
miracles which he did on them that were diseased. 3 And Jesus went up 
into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 4 And the passover, a 
feast of the Jews, was nigh. 5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw 
a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we 
buy bread, that these may eat? 6 And this he said to prove him: for he 
himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, Two hundred 
pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them 
may take a little. 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, 
saith unto him, 9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and 
two small fishes: but what are they among so many? 10 And Jesus said, 
Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the 
men sat down, in number about five thousand. 11 And Jesus took the 
loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and 
the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as 
much as they would. 12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, 
Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 13 Therefore 
they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the 
fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto 
them that had eaten. 14 Then those men, when they had seen the 
miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should 
come into the world. 
 
15 When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him 
by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself 
alone. 
 
16 And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto the sea, 
17 And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Capernaum. 
And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them. 18 And the sea 
arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 19 So when they had rowed 
about five and twenty or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the 
sea, and drawing nigh unto the ship: and they were afraid. 20 But he saith 
unto them, It is I; be not afraid. 21 Then they willingly received him into 
the ship: and immediately the ship was at the land whither they went. 



22 The day following, when the people which stood on the other side of 
the sea saw that there was none other boat there, save that one 
whereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not with his 
disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone away alone; 
23 (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place 
where they did eat bread, after that the Lord had given thanks:) 24 When 
the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, neither his disciples, 
they also took shipping, and came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. 
25 And when they had found him on the other side of the sea, they said 
unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither? 
 
26 Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye seek 
me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the 
loaves, and were filled. 27 Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but 
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man 
shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. 28 Then said they 
unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 
29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent. 
 
TWO GREAT MIRACLES 
In John 6, we read of two great miracles: The feeding of the 5,000 and 
Jesus walking on water. Additional details for these miracles can be found 
in the accounts in the other Gospels. Before the Lord fed the great 
crowd He asked Philip a question to “prove” or test him. Philip came up 
with a specific monetary calculation which would have only provided a 
small amount for each person. His thinking was within the boundaries of 
man’s abilities. Jesus, however, operated according to His limitless power. 
He took five loaves and two fish and fed the great crowd. (Matthew 
14:21 says that there were “...five thousand men, beside women and 
children.”) Our passage also says that they “were filled” (in contrast to 
Philip’s calculation where each would have not received much), and 
when the meal was done there were twelve baskets of fragments. We 
are reminded of the truth of Luke 1:37, “For with God nothing shall be 
impossible, ” or God’s question to Abraham, “Is anything too hard for 
the LORD?” While we may not always know how God will work in a 
particular situation, God’s children should not seek to do His will in the 
realm of what WE can do, but in the realm of what GOD can do.  



 
TEMPORAL VS ETERNAL 
Our passage continues with the fact that the next day some of the 
crowd that was fed went looking for Jesus on the other side of the sea. 
However, their motivation behind looking for Jesus was that they had 
gotten a meal from Him. Jesus admonished them for this by saying, 
“Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto 
you...” It is unwise to go through life with only a temporal, earthly 
perspective while ignoring the eternal. The people here were seeking for 
another meal, which would have provided very brief physical sustenance; 
yet in their presence was the One Who could give them eternal life.  
 
During Jesus’ crucifixion, it seems that the two thieves crucified with Jesus 
displayed these two opposing viewpoints. One thief wanted Jesus to get 
him down from the cross. The other asked Jesus to remember him in 
His kingdom. No matter how good or how long we might try to make 
our earthly life, it will one day end. It is the eternal that is the most 
important. Jesus asked in Mark 8:36, “For what shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 9 John 6:30-59 
  
30 They said therefore unto him, What sign shewest thou then, that we 
may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? 31 Our fathers did eat 
manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat. 32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses 
gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true 
bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down 
from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 34 Then said they unto him, 
Lord, evermore give us this bread. 
 
35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 36 But I 
said unto you, That ye also have seen me, and believe not. 37 All that the 
Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in 
no wise cast out. 38 For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own 
will, but the will of him that sent me. 39 And this is the Father's will which 
hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again at the last day. 40 And this is the will of him 
that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
 
41 The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the bread 
which came down from heaven. 42 And they said, Is not this Jesus, the 
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? how is it then that he 
saith, I came down from heaven? 43 Jesus therefore answered and said 
unto them, Murmur not among yourselves. 44 No man can come to me, 
except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up 
at the last day. 45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught 
of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned of the 
Father, cometh unto me. 46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save 
he which is of God, he hath seen the Father. 47 Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting life. 48 I am that bread of 
life. 49 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 50 This 
is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat 
thereof, and not die. 51 I am the living bread which came down from 
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world. 



 
52 The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat? 53 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his 
blood, ye have no life in you. 54 Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my 
blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 55 For my 
flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 56 He that eateth my 
flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him. 57 As the living 
Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even 
he shall live by me. 58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: 
not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this 
bread shall live for ever. 
 
59 These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in Capernaum. 
 
THE BREAD OF LIFE 
Our passage today begins with a request for a sign from Jesus and also 
the mention of “manna.” Manna was the food that God provided to 
Israel to sustain them as they journeyed from Egypt to the Promised 
Land (see Exodus 16). Jesus proceeded to teach that He was “the bread 
of life.”  In chapter 4, Jesus offered “living water.” In chapter 8, we will 
read that Jesus is the “light of the world.” In teaching on His being the 
“bread of life” the Lord gave a comparison to “manna.” The Israelites of 
Moses’ day ate manna, and it was obviously used to sustain their physical 
bodies for a time; but they eventually died. Jesus declared Himself to be 
the true bread that can give eternal life.  
 
AN UNUSUAL DECLARATION 
Perhaps one of the most unusual passages in the Bible is John 6:51-58. In 
verse 54 Jesus said, “Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 
hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” What did Jesus 
mean by this? Was He speaking literally? Let’s consider two things that 
may help us with this passage. First of all, think about what Jesus already 
taught in this chapter. When asked by the crowd what they should do to 
work the works of God, Jesus replied, “This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent.” (Vs 29). In verse 47 Jesus said, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me hath everlasting 
life.” Twice in this chapter, Jesus said that everlasting life would be to 



those who believe on Him. This same truth was also given to 
Nicodemus in John 3:15-18. Is there now an additional requirement to 
faith--that of eating the flesh of Jesus and drinking His blood? Or is Jesus 
speaking symbolically of faith when He says we need to eat His flesh and 
drink His blood? 
 
Secondly, let’s look at the practice of Jesus’ followers after He ascended 
back into heaven. His disciples were told to be witnesses of Jesus unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth. Throughout the book of Acts, the 
message of salvation through Jesus was preached in many places. Never 
do we find the apostles preaching that people need to eat Jesus’ flesh 
and drink His blood in order to be saved. What we do find is the 
message to believe on Jesus for salvation. As you read through Acts and 
see there the preaching of the Gospel, it is clear that God blessed this 
preaching as many believed unto everlasting life. While this specific 
teaching by Jesus (vs 51-58) seems unusual, it seems to be best 
understood in a symbolic way when compared to both Jesus’ prior 
teaching and the disciples’ subsequent preaching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 10 John 6:60-71; 7:1-18 
 
60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is 
an hard saying; who can hear it? 61 When Jesus knew in himself that his 
disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 
62 What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was 
before? 63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 64 But there 
are some of you that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who they were that believed not, and who should betray him. 65 And he 
said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto me, except 
it were given unto him of my Father. 
 
66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more 
with him. 67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 
68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life. 69 And we believe and are sure that thou 
art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 70 Jesus answered them, Have 
not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? 71 He spake of Judas 
Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one 
of the twelve. 
 
John 7 
After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, 
because the Jews sought to kill him. 2 Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles 
was at hand. 3 His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and 
go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. 
4 For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself 
seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew thyself to the 
world. 5 For neither did his brethren believe in him. 6 Then Jesus said 
unto them, My time is not yet come: but your time is alway ready. 7 The 
world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the 
works thereof are evil. 8 Go ye up unto this feast: I go not up yet unto 
this feast; for my time is not yet full come. 9 When he had said these 
words unto them, he abode still in Galilee. 
 



10 But when his brethren were gone up, then went he also up unto the 
feast, not openly, but as it were in secret. 11 Then the Jews sought him at 
the feast, and said, Where is he? 12 And there was much murmuring 
among the people concerning him: for some said, He is a good man: 
others said, Nay; but he deceiveth the people. 13 Howbeit no man spake 
openly of him for fear of the Jews. 
 
14 Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and 
taught. 15 And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned? 16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is 
not mine, but his that sent me. 17 If any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 18 He 
that speaketh of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his 
glory that sent him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him. 
 
TO WHOM SHALL WE GO? 
In the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ life, we read of the “twelve” disciples as 
well as other disciples. After the Lord’s teachings about His flesh and 
blood, some of the other disciples chose to no longer follow Him. While 
they expressed that Jesus’ teachings were difficult, the fact is that some of 
these disciples were not true believers, and Jesus already knew their 
hearts. When Jesus asked the twelve if they would also depart, Peter 
replied, “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.” 
What other “alternative” is there? Someone may say that there are many 
religions in the world, that they all lead to God, and that each person 
should pick the one that works best for them. Yet this outlook would be 
at odds with Jesus’ teachings and other Scriptures. In John 14:6, Jesus said, 
“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me.” Later in the book of Acts, standing before Jewish leaders, 
Peter again said this about Jesus, “Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) Jesus is not just a good way. He is the 
only way. 
 
KNOWING THE TRUTH 
In John 7, we read of Jesus going to the Temple and teaching at the time 
of the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles. The Lord again identified His teaching 
as being from God. He said in verse 17, “If any man will do his will, he 



shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of 
myself.” This verse seems to speak of genuine seekers of truth. There are 
certainly scoffers, cynics, and skeptics in the world who will question God 
and His Word, but verse 17 seems to indicate that those who will do 
God’s will from an honest heart will know whether or not the teachings 
of Jesus are from God. Was Jesus a man trying to start a “movement” 
and gain a following for His Own glory? One of the reasons Jesus gave 
for the truth of His teaching was that He was not seeking His Own glory, 
but rather the glory of the One that sent Him. In a general sense, most 
of us would be naturally skeptical of a person motivated by self-
glorification. Later in Acts 20, Paul warned the elders of the church at 
Ephesus that men would rise up from within the church to draw away 
disciples after themselves. But Jesus did not conduct His ministry to 
obtain followers for His Own glory. While He was in fact both God and 
man on earth, His focus was to bring glory to God the Father.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 11 John 7:19-44 
 
19 Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepeth the law? 
Why go ye about to kill me? 20 The people answered and said, Thou hast 
a devil: who goeth about to kill thee? 21 Jesus answered and said unto 
them, I have done one work, and ye all marvel. 22 Moses therefore gave 
unto you circumcision; (not because it is of Moses, but of the fathers;) 
and ye on the sabbath day circumcise a man. 23 If a man on the sabbath 
day receive circumcision, that the law of Moses should not be broken; 
are ye angry at me, because I have made a man every whit whole on the 
sabbath day? 24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment. 
 
25 Then said some of them of Jerusalem, Is not this he, whom they seek 
to kill? 26 But, lo, he speaketh boldly, and they say nothing unto him. Do 
the rulers know indeed that this is the very Christ? 27 Howbeit we know 
this man whence he is: but when Christ cometh, no man knoweth 
whence he is. 28 Then cried Jesus in the temple as he taught, saying, Ye 
both know me, and ye know whence I am: and I am not come of myself, 
but he that sent me is true, whom ye know not. 29 But I know him: for I 
am from him, and he hath sent me. 30 Then they sought to take him: but 
no man laid hands on him, because his hour was not yet come. 31 And 
many of the people believed on him, and said, When Christ cometh, will 
he do more miracles than these which this man hath done? 
 
32 The Pharisees heard that the people murmured such things concerning 
him; and the Pharisees and the chief priests sent officers to take him. 
33 Then said Jesus unto them, Yet a little while am I with you, and then I 
go unto him that sent me. 34 Ye shall seek me, and shall not find me: and 
where I am, thither ye cannot come. 35 Then said the Jews among 
themselves, Whither will he go, that we shall not find him? will he go 
unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles? 36 What  
manner of saying is this that he said, Ye shall seek me, and shall not find  
me: and where I am, thither ye cannot come? 
 
37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, 
If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 38 He that believeth 
on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 



water. 39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him 
should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus 
was not yet glorified.) 
 
40 Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a 
truth this is the Prophet. 41 Others said, This is the Christ. But some said, 
Shall Christ come out of Galilee? 42 Hath not the scripture said, That 
Christ cometh of the seed of David, and out of the town of Bethlehem, 
where David was? 43 So there was a division among the people because 
of him. 44 And some of them would have taken him; but no man laid 
hands on him. 
 
RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT 
The dispute over the Sabbath Day healing seems to refer to chapter 5 
when Jesus healed the man at the pool of Bethesda. Jesus said in verse 
24, “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous 
judgment.” Most of us know that we can make an argument to seem 
right based on “appearances” or on our “version” of truth, yet our 
argument really is not rooted in substance. In another instance when the 
ruler of a synagogue found fault with Jesus healing on the Sabbath, Jesus 
pointed out that animals were let out of their stalls to get water, even on 
the Sabbath Day (Luke 13:15-16), so it was right for the woman He 
healed to be freed from her ailment. Here in this case, Jesus pointed out 
that the Jews still performed circumcision, even on the Sabbath, in order 
to keep the law. How then could they find fault in healing on the 
Sabbath? Again, Jesus encouraged “righteous judgment” rather than 
judgment “according to appearance.”  
 
THE INDWELLING HOLY SPIRIT 
In our passage, Jesus made reference to the Holy Ghost in His 
statements in verses 37-38. According to verse 39, the Holy Ghost had 
not yet been given, but would be given to believers in Jesus. In other 
New Testament passages, we read of this truth. I Corinthians 6:19 says, 
“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” II 
Timothy 1:14 says, “That good thing which was committed unto thee 
keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.” Not only does the Holy 
Ghost (also called in the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of God) indwell 



believers, but also He seals believers “unto the day of redemption” 
(Ephesians 4:30) and bears witness that they are God’s children (Romans 
8:16). 
 
INCORRECT ASSUMPTIONS 
Have you ever thought something to be true about someone, only to 
find out later that you were wrong? The Jews seemed to think they knew 
where Jesus was from. They correctly knew that the Messiah would 
come from Bethlehem but incorrectly thought Jesus was from Galilee. 
Evidently these Jews did not know the story of how Joseph and Mary 
went from Nazareth to Bethlehem because of the decree of Caesar 
Augustus and were in Bethlehem when Jesus was born (fulfilling the 
prophecy of Micah 5:2). I wonder how many go through life believing 
things or assuming things about Jesus that are not true. How sad and 
how unnecessary this is, especially when the truth is so readily available 
today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 12 John 7:45-53; 8:1-20 
 
45 Then came the officers to the chief priests and Pharisees; and they said 
unto them, Why have ye not brought him? 46 The officers answered, 
Never man spake like this man. 47 Then answered them the Pharisees, 
Are ye also deceived? 48 Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees 
believed on him? 49 But this people who knoweth not the law are cursed. 
50 Nicodemus saith unto them, (he that came to Jesus by night, being one 
of them,) 51 Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, and know 
what he doeth? 52 They answered and said unto him, Art thou also of 
Galilee? Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no prophet. 53 And 
every man went unto his own house. 
 
John 8 
Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. 2 And early in the morning he 
came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he 
sat down, and taught them. 3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto 
him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 
4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the 
very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be 
stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that they 
might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger 
wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 7 So when they 
continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is 
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And again he 
stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 9 And they which heard it, 
being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning 
at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman 
standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none 
but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine 
accusers? hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And 
Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 
 
12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of 
life. 13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest record of 
thyself; thy record is not true. 14 Jesus answered and said unto them, 



Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I know whence 
I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I come, and whither I 
go. 15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. 16 And yet if I judge, my 
judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 
17 It is also written in your law, that the testimony of two men is true. 18 I 
am one that bear witness of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth 
witness of me. 19 Then said they unto him, Where is thy Father? Jesus 
answered, Ye neither know me, nor my Father: if ye had known me, ye 
should have known my Father also. 20 These words spake Jesus in the 
treasury, as he taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; for 
his hour was not yet come. 
 
THE EXPERTS 
In an earlier part of chapter 7, the Pharisees had sent officers to take 
Jesus; however, the officers returned without Him. The reason they gave 
is that they had never heard anyone speak like Jesus did. The Pharisees 
then accused them of being deceived and pointed out that none of them 
(Pharisees or rulers) had believed Jesus. They implied here that they 
were the “experts” and the ultimate discerners of truth. Proverbs 3:7 
warns, “Be not wise in thine own eyes...” The Pharisees said that the 
"people" (presumably the common man that did believe) did not know 
the law and were cursed. Yet notably we read in Scripture that it is more 
common for the “foolish” and the “weak” to come into God’s family 
than the “wise” and “mighty.” I Corinthians 1:26-29 says, “For ye see 
your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called: But God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen 
the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; 
And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: 
That no flesh should glory in his presence.” 
 
AN INSINCERE ACCUSATION 
In the matter of the scribes and Pharisees bringing a woman caught in 
adultery, we find a couple of problems. First of all, we might wonder why 
they brought only the woman and not the man. Under Old Testament 
law in Israel, there was a penalty of death for BOTH the man and the 
woman (Leviticus 20:10). Another problem was that Israel at this time 



was under Roman rule and apparently did not have the authority to 
execute anyone (John 18:31). Verse 6 says plainly that the question was 
put to Jesus to try to accuse Him. Jesus did not engage these Jews in 
argument but simply stooped and wrote on the ground. He eventually 
invited anyone without sin to begin casting stones at the woman, and 
even the Pharisees were convicted by their own conscience and left. As 
Jesus dealt with these disingenuous accusers, we should not interpret His 
response as condoning adultery. His parting words to the woman were 
"Go, and sin no more." 
 
LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
The Gospel of John uses various comparisons to teach the truth of Jesus' 
saving power. We have read of Jesus giving living water and of His being 
the bread of life. Here in John 8:12, He is the light of the world. His 
declaration is simple but powerful. Those who follow Him will not walk 
in darkness. We do not need to go through life groping in the dark, 
searching for truth, and seeking for answers. Jesus is the light of the 
world. To believe on Him and to follow Him means having "the light of 
life.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 13 John 8:21-47 
 
21 Then said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, 
and shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 22 Then said the 
Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot come. 
23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are 
of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I said therefore unto you, that ye 
shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your 
sins. 25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith unto 
them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 26 I have 
many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true; and I 
speak to the world those things which I have heard of him. 27 They 
understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 28 Then said Jesus 
unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know 
that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath 
taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me: the 
Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that please 
him. 30 As he spake these words, many believed on him. 
 
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free. 33 They answered him, We be 
Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest 
thou, Ye shall be made free? 
 
34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35 And the servant abideth not in the 
house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. 36 If the Son therefore shall 
make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 37 I know that ye are Abraham's 
seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you. 38 I 
speak that which I have seen with my Father: and ye do that which ye 
have seen with your father. 
 
39 They answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith 
unto them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of 
Abraham. 40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the 
truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 41 Ye do the 



deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of 
fornication; we have one Father, even God. 
 
42 Jesus said unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I 
proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself, but he 
sent me. 43 Why do ye not understand my speech? even because ye 
cannot hear my word. 44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of 
your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of 
it. 45 And because I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. 46 Which of you 
convinceth me of sin? And if I say the truth, why do ye not believe me? 
47 He that is of God heareth God's words: ye therefore hear them not, 
because ye are not of God. 
 
THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE 
In the Bible, we read of various types of bondage in which we can live. 
One kind of bondage is the effort to keep the Old Testament Law in 
order to be accepted before God. This is not to say that a true believer 
should live carelessly and sinfully. Quite the contrary, Titus 2:11 says that 
the grace of God that brings salvation teaches us to deny ungodliness 
and worldly lusts. But there were some in early church times that AFTER 
believing on Jesus for salvation began to do things such as observing 
special days, eating certain foods, and thinking that circumcision was 
necessary to be righteous in God’s sight. The book of Galatians speaks of 
keeping the law in this way as being in bondage, rather enjoying the 
freedom which is found in Jesus. Hebrews 2:15 refers to another kind of 
bondage caused by the fear of death. There is also a bondage to sin, and 
in our passage, Jesus speaks of freedom from sin. Some may like to think 
of their sin as their “freedom” to do what they want to do, while 
perhaps not realizing that they are actually a slave to their sin. Jesus said 
that the truth will make you free. Romans 6:16-17 speaks in a similar way 
of this bondage versus freedom: “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield 
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? But God 
be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from 
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you.”  
 



MISTAKEN LINEAGE 
The Jews who did not believe in Jesus still tried to identify with both 
Abraham and with God the Father. Abraham may technically have been 
the one to whom they could trace their genealogy, but Jesus said 
Abraham really was not their father because they did not do the works 
that he did. They insisted that God was their Father, but again Jesus 
explained that could not be true, because if it were, then they would 
love Him because He proceeded from God. The Lord then told them 
that they were of their father the devil. Revelation 12:9 identifies this 
great enemy of God and of God’s children as “...that old serpent, called 
the Devil, and Satan...” The Bible does not speak of Satan as a mythical 
creature or a force or symbol of evil, but as a real being against whom 
God’s children must be vigilant. Some of his characteristics are found 
here in this passage. He is a murderer and the father of lies. II Peter 5:8 
warns, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” Thankfully, 
we can find victory through God’s power, and Satan will ultimately be 
defeated for all eternity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 14 John 8:48-59; 9:1-17 
 
48 Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that thou 
art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 49 Jesus answered, I have not a devil; but 
I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. 50 And I seek not mine 
own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 51 Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death. 52 Then said 
the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is 
dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he 
shall never taste of death. 53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, 
which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom makest thou thyself? 
54 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is nothing: it is my 
Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God: 55 Yet 
ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should say, I know him 
not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. 
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, and was 
glad. 57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and 
hast thou seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, Before Abraham was, I am. 59 Then took they up stones to cast at 
him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple, going through the 
midst of them, and so passed by. 
 
John  9 
And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 
2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his 
parents, that he was born blind? 3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man 
sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made 
manifest in him. 4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is 
day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 5 As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world. 6 When he had thus spoken, he spat 
on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of 
the blind man with the clay, 7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and 
washed, and came seeing. 8 The neighbours therefore, and they which 
before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and 
begged? 9 Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I 
am he. 10 Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? 



11 He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made clay, and 
anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and 
wash: and I went and washed, and I received sight. 12 Then said they unto 
him, Where is he? He said, I know not. 
 
13 They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. 14 And it 
was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. 
15 Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. 
He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and do 
see. 16 Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This man is not of God, 
because he keepeth not the sabbath day. Others said, How can a man 
that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them. 
17 They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he 
hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet. 
 
SHALL NEVER SEE DEATH 
As the dialogue between Jesus and the Jews comes to an end in John 8, 
Jesus said in verse 51: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my 
saying, he shall never see death.” The Jews immediately found fault with 
this statement because other “great” men had already died. They asked 
Him Who He was trying to make Himself? Jesus certainly could have 
been referring to eternal condemnation (the second death) from which 
true believers are delivered. In John 3:16 we read that those who believe 
in Jesus will not “perish.” Obviously Jesus’ disciples are examples of true 
believers who “died” physically, but II Corinthians 5:8 teaches that to be 
absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. I have also heard it 
suggested that Jesus’ statement may mean that for believers, they do not 
actually “see” physical death when it occurs. Think of Stephen in Acts 7 
who was martyred for his faith. The wording is noteworthy in that 
passage when it says in Acts 7:59-60, “And they stoned Stephen, calling 
upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he kneeled 
down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep.” Is it possible that Stephen did 
not “see” death as he entered into heaven when his physical life ended?  
 
BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS 
The Jews challenged Jesus when He said that Abraham rejoiced to see 
His day. They pointed out that He was not even fifty years old. How 



could He say He had seen Abraham? Jesus then stated, “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am.” Here is another reference to 
Jesus’ eternal nature. John’s Gospel started with the fact that the Word 
(identified later at Jesus) was in the beginning and was God. Can you 
think of another time “I AM” is found in a significant way in Scripture? 
When God appeared to Moses in the burning bush to send him to 
deliver Israel from Egypt, Moses asked what to tell his brethren when 
they asked Who had sent Him. In Exodus 3:14 God told Moses, “Thus 
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.”  
 
THE MAN BORN BLIND 
In John 9 we read of a notable miracle as Jesus healed a man who had 
been blind from birth. Interestingly, the disciples asked Jesus whether the 
blind man's parents had sinned or the man himself (this takes some 
imagination) to cause him to be born blind. They assumed that sin was at 
the root of his blindness. The Bible certainly has examples of suffering 
that IS the result of sin, such as the fiery serpents sent into Israel’s camp 
after they spoke against God and Moses, or the death of David and 
Bathsheba’s first son. However some suffering may occur that is NOT 
the result of sin, such as the suffering in the story of Job. In this passage 
Jesus said that the purpose of this blindness was “...that the works of God 
should be made manifest in him.” It was in God’s plan that this man 
enter this world blind and then one day be gloriously healed by God’s 
power. While we may not always know the reason for certain suffering, 
we can at times see God’s work IN suffering. Many are familiar with blind 
hymn writer Fanny Crosby who glorified God with her songs. I also think 
of Ron Hamilton who lost an eye to cancer but saw that loss lead to a 
Gospel music ministry based on the character “Patch the Pirate.” It 
seems clear that God allows some suffering for the purpose of His work 
and His glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 15 John 9:18-41 
 
18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, 
and received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had 
received his sight. 19 And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who 
ye say was born blind? how then doth he now see? 20 His parents 
answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was 
born blind: 21 But by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who 
hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak 
for himself. 22 These words spake his parents, because they feared the 
Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he 
was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore said his 
parents, He is of age; ask him. 
 
24 Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give 
God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner. 25 He answered and 
said, Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, 
whereas I was blind, now I see. 26 Then said they to him again, What did 
he to thee? how opened he thine eyes? 27 He answered them, I have told 
you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will 
ye also be his disciples? 28 Then they reviled him, and said, Thou art his 
disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. 29 We know that God spake unto 
Moses: as for this fellow, we know not from whence he is. 30 The man 
answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing, that ye 
know not from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 31 Now 
we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper 
of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. 32 Since the world began was 
it not heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. 
33 If this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 34 They answered 
and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou 
teach us? And they cast him out. 
 
35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him, 
he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God? 36 He answered 
and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? 37 And Jesus said 
unto him, Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with thee. 
38 And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped him. 39 And Jesus 
said, For judgment I am come into this world, that they which see not 



might see; and that they which see might be made blind. 40 And some of 
the Pharisees which were with him heard these words, and said unto 
him, Are we blind also? 41 Jesus said unto them, If ye were blind, ye 
should have no sin: but now ye say, We see; therefore your sin 
remaineth. 
 
A MIXED DAY 
While we can assume that the healed blind man experienced great joy 
by gaining his eyesight, we might wonder how that joy may have been 
affected by the reaction of others to his healing. The Pharisees told the 
man that his healer was not of God. He was told Jesus was a sinner. 
Some of the Jews did not even believe that the man had been blind and 
went to his parents to investigate. Sadly, even the man’s parents failed to 
effectively stand with their son because of fear.  
 
THE LORD’S CARE 
It is very touching to see Jesus come to the man He healed after all the 
questioning he had endured and then being “cast out.” Although the 
man had yet to believe on Jesus, he soon would. Consider that following 
verses reminding God’s children of His help when others forsake them. 
Psalm 27:10 says, “When my father and my mother forsake me, then the 
LORD will take me up.” In II Timothy 4:16-17 we read, “At my first 
answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that 
it may not be laid to their charge. Notwithstanding the Lord stood with 
me, and strengthened me...” Believers can rest in the confidence that 
even if no one else stands with us, the Lord always will. Jesus told His 
disciples in Matthew 28:20, “...and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” 
 
THE BLIND AND THE SEEING 
The chapter concludes with Jesus teaching a lesson using sight and 
blindness. As in other instances, Jesus uses the physical to teach about 
the spiritual. In verse 39 we read, “And Jesus said, For judgment I am 
come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they 
which see might be made blind.” When the Pharisees asked if they were 
blind, Jesus responded, “If ye were blind, ye should have no sin: but now 
ye say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth.” Those who fail to see 
their true condition before God will not come to Jesus to be saved and 



have their sins forgiven. But for those who can recognize their own 
“blindness” and turn unto the Savior, they will come away forgiven and 
truly seeing. In Jesus’ call to Saul of Tarsus to preach, we read: “To open 
their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and 
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.” (Acts 
26:18) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 16 John 10:1-30 
 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that entereth not by the door into the 
sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the same is a thief and a 
robber. 2 But he that entereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and 
he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out. 4 And when he 
putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep 
follow him: for they know his voice. 5 And a stranger will they not follow, 
but will flee from him: for they know not the voice of strangers. 6 This 
parable spake Jesus unto them: but they understood not what things they 
were which he spake unto them. 
 
7 Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the 
door of the sheep. 8 All that ever came before me are thieves and 
robbers: but the sheep did not hear them. 9 I am the door: by me if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. 
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am 
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly. 
 
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep. 12 But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the 
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: 
and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. 13 The hireling 
fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. 14 I am the 
good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 15 As the 
Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life 
for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 
also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one 
fold, and one shepherd. 17 Therefore doth my Father love me, because I 
lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No man taketh it from me, 
but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 
 
19 There was a division therefore again among the Jews for these sayings. 



20 And many of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye 
him? 21 Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a devil. 
Can a devil open the eyes of the blind? 
 
22 And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedication, and it was 
winter. 23 And Jesus walked in the temple in Solomon's porch. 24 Then 
came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou 
make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25 Jesus answered 
them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's 
name, they bear witness of me. 26 But ye believe not, because ye are not 
of my sheep, as I said unto you. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. 
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able 
to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one. 
 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
The Bible at times makes reference to shepherds and sheep. Probably 
one of the most quoted of all Bible passages is Psalm 23 which begins, 
“The LORD is my shepherd...” John 10 is a wonderful chapter on the 
relationship of Jesus to His sheep. In the first several verses we read 
certain basic truths about a shepherd and his care for the sheep: 
 
 The sheep hear the shepherds’ voice.  
 The shepherd calls his sheep by name.  
 The shepherd goes before the sheep and leads them. 
 The sheep follow the shepherd, for they know his voice. 
 
Jesus then gives two comparisons. First of all, He is the door of the 
sheep. Those who enter by Him will be saved AND will find pasture. 
The world is filled with doors that do NOT lead to life. It is not 
uncommon to hear people speak of their quest in “spirituality.” 
However, the only true spiritual life is found by going through the right 
Door, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Secondly in this passage, Jesus is the Good Shepherd Who gives His life 
for the sheep. In the Old Testament we read of an example of a 
shepherd protecting his sheep. In trying to convince Saul to let him fight 



Goliath, David told how God helped him deliver a sheep from a lion and 
a bear. Yet Jesus as the Good Shepherd does much more than protect 
His sheep. He laid down His life. It is through His sacrifice that we may 
be saved.  
 
Perhaps one of the better-known characteristics of sheep is their 
tendency to wander. In Matthew 9:36 we read that Jesus had 
compassion on the multitudes “...because they fainted, and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.” Yet I Peter 2:25 
summarizes that state of those who have found salvation in the Lord, 
“For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the 
Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” 
 
SECURE IN JESUS 
Verses 27-29 provide a great a source of security and comfort for 
believers. Not only do Jesus’ sheep hear His voice, but also He gives 
them eternal life, and no one is able to take them out of His hand. Jesus 
then said that no one can take them out of His Father’s hand and “I and 
my Father are One.” God’s power is so great as to create the universe 
and heal the sick, and no one has greater power than God to remove 
His sheep from His hand. In another passage, we read of security in Jesus 
in Romans 8:38-39, “For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 17 John 10:31-42; 11:1-16 
 
31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered 
them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of 
those works do ye stone me? 33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a 
good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that 
thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 34 Jesus answered them, Is it not 
written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 35 If he called them gods, unto 
whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 
36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the 
world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God? 37 If I do 
not the works of my Father, believe me not. 38 But if I do, though ye 
believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that 
the Father is in me, and I in him. 39 Therefore they sought again to take 
him: but he escaped out of their hand, 
 
40 And went away again beyond Jordan into the place where John at first 
baptized; and there he abode. 41 And many resorted unto him, and said, 
John did no miracle: but all things that John spake of this man were 
true. 42 And many believed on him there. 
 
John 11 
Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of 
Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord 
with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 
was sick.) 3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he 
whom thou lovest is sick. 4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness 
is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might 
be glorified thereby. 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and 
Lazarus. 6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two 
days still in the same place where he was. 7 Then after that saith he to his 
disciples, Let us go into Judaea again. 8 His disciples say unto him, Master, 
the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? 
9 Jesus answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk 
in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the light of this world. 
10 But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light 
in him. 11 These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our 
friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. 



12 Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. 13 Howbeit 
Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of 
rest in sleep. 14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. 15 And 
I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may 
believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. 16 Then said Thomas, which is 
called Didymus, unto his fellowdisciples, Let us also go, that we may die 
with him. 
 
CASTING YOUR CARE UPON HIM 
What do you do when you face a great trial in life? There are various 
ways we can respond to trials including worrying, sharing them with 
others, and trying to figure out a solution. We are reminded in the 
beginning of John 11 of appropriate action to take when faced with a 
trial. Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus that their brother Lazarus was 
sick. We are encouraged in Scripture to bring our needs unto God. I 
Peter 5:7 says, “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” 
Hebrews 4:16 encourages this as well, “Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need.” 
 
JESUS’ ACTIONS 
After word was sent from Mary and Martha for Jesus to come to 
Bethany, the Lord delayed His journey for two days. We also read in 
verse 5, “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus.” It could 
be assumed that this was true, yet it is specifically mentioned in the 
passage. In our way of reasoning, we might think that if Jesus loves us, He 
will immediately respond to our requests. Both Mary and Martha even 
told Jesus later that if He had been there earlier, then Lazarus would not 
have died. However, we know that God had greater plans than healing a 
sick man. He was going to raise a dead man. God’s ways are so much 
higher than our ways. Life events or a seeming “delay” in God’s response 
to our prayers should not influence our knowledge of His great steadfast 
love for His Own. 
 
IT’S DANGEROUS 
After Jesus waited two days, He told His disciples that they were all 
going to Judaea. They immediately questioned Jesus’ plans because of the 
threat of the Jews. Their safety was raised as a reason not to go. 



Certainly believers are to be wise and not “tempt” God (e.g. Satan telling 
Jesus to jump off the Temple and be caught by angels) by rashly acting 
outside of His will. But there is a time to trust God as we do what we 
believe to be His will, in spite of the objections and “advice” that may 
come from others or even from our own heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 18  John 11:17-46 
 
17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four 
days already. 18 Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen 
furlongs off: 19 And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to 
comfort them concerning their brother. 20 Then Martha, as soon as she 
heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the 
house. 21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died. 22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt 
ask of God, God will give it thee. 23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall 
rise again. 24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day. 25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, 
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live: 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this? 27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou 
art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. 
 
28 And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her 
sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee. 29 As 
soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him. 
 
30 Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place 
where Martha met him. 31 The Jews then which were with her in the 
house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily 
and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep 
there. 32 Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she 
fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my 
brother had not died. 33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the 
Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was 
troubled, 34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, 
come and see. 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved 
him! 37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the 
eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died? 
 
38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a 
cave, and a stone lay upon it. 39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. 
Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time 
he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 40 Jesus saith unto her, Said 



I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the 
glory of God? 41 Then they took away the stone from the place where 
the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank 
thee that thou hast heard me. 42 And I knew that thou hearest me 
always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may 
believe that thou hast sent me. 43 And when he thus had spoken, he 
cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 And he that was dead 
came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was 
bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him 
go. 
 
45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things 
which Jesus did, believed on him. 46 But some of them went their ways to 
the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. 
 
SHALL NEVER DIE 
As Jesus approached the town of Bethany, Martha went out to meet 
Him. Eventually Mary went out as well. Both Martha and Mary said the 
same thing to Him, “...if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.” 
Martha’s statement in verse 22 may indicate that she believed Jesus could 
raise her brother to life. However, when Jesus told her that her brother 
would rise again, Martha acknowledged her belief in “the resurrection at 
the last day.” Jesus went on with the following statements: “I am the 
resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never 
die.”   
 
Because of Adam’s sin at the dawning of time, we all are born into this 
world dead in trespasses and sins. Jesus said that whoever believes in 
Him, even though he is “dead,” will live. Ephesians 2:4-5 speaks of the 
love and power of God in raising those who are dead in sins, “But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ...” 
Saving faith in Jesus changes both our eternal destination and also our 
present condition. We go from being dead in sins to being alive in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
A MAN OF SORROWS 



The passage says that when Jesus saw Mary and the other Jews weeping 
that He was troubled. He then went to the grave and also wept. We 
may wonder why Jesus wept, especially when He was about to do a 
great miracle and all tears would no doubt be turned to joy. Perhaps this 
gives us occasion to again consider Jesus’ humanity as we did in John 4. 
Isaiah 53:3 prophetically spoke of the Lord that He was “...a man of 
sorrows, and acquainted with grief...”  
 
LAZARUS, COME FORTH 
The raising of Lazarus from the dead is one of several accounts in the 
Bible of such a miracle. In the Old Testament we read of the raising of 
the widow of Zarephath’s son (I Kings 17), the raising of the woman of 
Shunem’s son (II Kings 4), and an interesting account of a Moabite placed 
in Elisha’s sepulchre who then came back to life (II Kings 13). In Jesus’ 
ministry, He raised the son of a widow from the city of Nain (Luke 7), 
Jairus’ daughter (Luke 8), and Lazarus. Of course following His crucifixion, 
Jesus Himself rose from the dead, which we will study in John 20. 
 
Before Jesus raised Lazarus, He commanded those who stood by to 
remove the stone from the cave where Lazarus was buried. Martha 
objected to this at first because of the amount of time that Lazarus had 
been dead. But the stone was eventually removed, and Jesus 
commanded Lazarus to “come forth.” It has been pointed out that there 
are many great works of God that are done AFTER people do what they 
are told to do. There are some things that only God can do, but there 
are also things that we can and should do. The people there could not 
raise a dead man, but they could remove the stone. Think about this 
principle in various aspects of our lives. God can answer prayer, but He 
wants us to ask. Jesus can save souls, but He wants us to share the 
Gospel. God can meet financial needs, but He wants us to first give. Let’s 
be found faithful doing what we are supposed to do, and then trusting 
God to do what only He can do.  
 
 
 
 

 



Day 19 John 11:47-57; 12:1-19 
 
47 Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, 
What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. 48 If we let him thus 
alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take 
away both our place and nation. 49 And one of them, named Caiaphas, 
being the high priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing at 
all, 50 Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die 
for the people, and that the whole nation perish not. 51 And this spake 
he not of himself: but being high priest that year, he prophesied that 
Jesus should die for that nation; 52 And not for that nation only, but that 
also he should gather together in one the children of God that were 
scattered abroad. 53 Then from that day forth they took counsel together 
for to put him to death. 
 
54 Jesus therefore walked no more openly among the Jews; but went 
thence unto a country near to the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, 
and there continued with his disciples. 
 
55 And the Jews' passover was nigh at hand: and many went out of the 
country up to Jerusalem before the passover, to purify themselves. 
56 Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they 
stood in the temple, What think ye, that he will not come to the feast? 
57 Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a 
commandment, that, if any man knew where he were, he should shew it, 
that they might take him. 
 
John 12 
Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus 
was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. 2 There they 
made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them 
that sat at the table with him. 3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of 
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet 
with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 
4 Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should 
betray him, 5 Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, 
and given to the poor? 6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but 
because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein. 



7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she 
kept this. 8 For the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not 
always. 
 
9 Much people of the Jews therefore knew that he was there: and they 
came not for Jesus' sake only, but that they might see Lazarus also, 
whom he had raised from the dead. 10 But the chief priests consulted 
that they might put Lazarus also to death; 11 Because that by reason of 
him many of the Jews went away, and believed on Jesus. 
 
12 On the next day much people that were come to the feast, when they 
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 Took branches of palm 
trees, and went forth to meet him, and cried, Hosanna: Blessed is the 
King of Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord. 14 And Jesus, when he 
had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, 15 Fear not, daughter 
of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt. 16 These things 
understood not his disciples at the first: but when Jesus was glorified, 
then remembered they that these things were written of him, and that 
they had done these things unto him. 17 The people therefore that was 
with him when he called Lazarus out of his grave, and raised him from 
the dead, bare record. 18 For this cause the people also met him, for that 
they heard that he had done this miracle. 19 The Pharisees therefore said 
among themselves, Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing? behold, the 
world is gone after him. 
 
PROPHECIES 
In today’s reading there are two prophecies mentioned. The first one 
comes from an “unlikely” prophet. The final verses of John 11 speak of a 
gathering of Jewish religious leaders against Jesus. The high priest 
Caiaphas made the following statement, “Ye know nothing at all, Nor 
consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should die for the 
people, and that the whole nation perish not.” Caiaphas was NOT a 
follower of Jesus, yet he made this statement prophetically because he 
was Israel’s high priest that year. It is significant that God used an 
apparent enemy of Jesus to utter words of prophecy regarding His death. 
It reminds me of a time that King Saul was unjustly pursuing David, and 
the Spirit of God came upon him and caused him to prophesy, 



temporarily discontinuing his pursuit of David (I Samuel 19:18-24). God is 
truly sovereign in the lives of mankind. 
 
The second prophecy is mentioned as Jesus rides into Jerusalem to much 
praise. Hundreds of years earlier, the Old Testament prophet Zechariah 
wrote, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having 
salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an 
ass.” (Zechariah 9:9) 
 
AN EXPENSIVE GIFT 
In the first part of John 12, we have another story concerning the 
household of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. At a supper for Jesus, Mary 
anointed Jesus with a “very costly” ointment and wiped His feet with her 
hair. In the Matthew account of this story we read, “But when his 
disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this 
waste?” (Matthew 26:8) In our passage Judas Iscariot, who would 
eventually betray Jesus, objected to Mary’s gift, wondering why it had not 
instead been used to help the poor. Jesus, however, defended Mary and 
said that she had anointed Him for His burying. This was most certainly 
no waste! As Jesus would die for the sins of the world, what kind of 
anointing truly would have been sufficient for such a sacrificial death? 
Jesus also spoke of the longevity of what Mary did. In Mark 14:9, He said, 
“Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached 
throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall be spoken 
of for a memorial of her.”   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 20 John 12:20-50 
 
20 And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship 
at the feast: 21 The same came therefore to Philip, which was of 
Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. 
22 Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell 
Jesus. 23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the 
Son of man should be glorified. 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a 
corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit. 25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he 
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 26 If any man 
serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant 
be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. 
 
27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from 
this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. 28 Father, glorify thy 
name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both glorified 
it, and will glorify it again. 29 The people therefore, that stood by, and 
heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him. 
30 Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me, but for 
your sakes. 31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of 
this world be cast out. 32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me. 33 This he said, signifying what death he should die. 
34 The people answered him, We have heard out of the law that Christ 
abideth for ever: and how sayest thou, The Son of man must be lifted 
up? who is this Son of man? 35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little 
while is the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness 
come upon you: for he that walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he 
goeth. 36 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye may be the 
children of light. These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide 
himself from them. 
 
37 But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they 
believed not on him: 38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be 
fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to 
whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 39 Therefore they could 
not believe, because that Esaias said again, 40 He hath blinded their eyes, 



and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor 
understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 
41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 
 
42 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but 
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be 
put out of the synagogue: 43 For they loved the praise of men more than 
the praise of God. 
 
44 Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but 
on him that sent me. 45 And he that seeth me seeth him that sent me. 
46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me 
should not abide in darkness. 47 And if any man hear my words, and 
believe not, I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but to 
save the world. 48 He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, 
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall 
judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken of myself; but the 
Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, 
and what I should speak. 50 And I know that his commandment is life 
everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said unto 
me, so I speak. 
 
THE HOUR IS COME 
In the first part of today’s passage, Jesus spoke of the sacrifice He would 
soon be making for the sins of the world. He used the example of a seed 
being planted. If a seed does not go into the ground and “die” it will 
abide alone. An unplanted seed will remain just a seed. However, if it 
DOES go into the ground and “die,” it will bring forth much fruit. 
Similarly, Jesus died for our sins and much fruit is brought forth as sinners 
believe on Him unto eternal life. Jesus’ soul was “troubled” as He 
anticipated what was ahead, yet acknowledged that it was for that reason 
that He came. A short time later, in Luke 22:42, Jesus prayed, “Father, if 
thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done.” The crowd seemed to have difficulty understanding 
Jesus’ words of His death, while they understood that Christ would abide 
forever. While Jesus did not answer that matter directly in this passage, 
we know that after He died, He rose again and lives forevermore. 
 



UNBELIEF AND FEAR OF MAN 
Toward the end of chapter 12, we read of two groups of people. The 
first group consisted of unbelievers, whose unbelief was prophesied 
many years earlier by the prophet Isaiah. The two passages referenced 
are Isaiah 6:10 and Isaiah 53:1. The second group comprised those who 
believed but kept it secret. They did not want to be put out of the 
synagogue, and “they loved the praise of men more than the praise of 
God.” Desiring the acceptance and praise of people is no doubt a natural 
part of our human nature; however, it very short sighted to seek man’s 
acceptance and praise at the expense of pleasing God. Paul asked this 
question of the Galatians, “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I 
seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant 
of Christ.” (Galatians 1:10) 
 
JESUS’ WORDS 
Regarding unbelievers, Jesus said that one day the word He spoke would 
judge them. Consider, for example, an unbeliever who heard the Gospel, 
was encouraged to believe on Jesus, yet rejected the truth. Imagine that 
unbeliever standing before God and hearing those words that they 
rejected read or played back to them. On earth they might have heard, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved” as an opportunity for 
eternal life.  Now imagine that person hearing weethose words again as 
they bring judgment because the truth was rejected. 
 
In verse 49, we read that the Father gave Jesus a commandment what to 
say. Jesus was not on earth acting independently but obediently, sharing 
the words that the Father wanted Him to share.  For those who have 
believed, how good it is to have heard and to have believed these 
words. The Lord said in verse 50, “And I know that his commandment is 
life everlasting.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 21 John 13:1-30 
 
Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, 
having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the 
end. 2 And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart 
of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him; 3 Jesus knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from 
God, and went to God; 4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his 
garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 
 
5 After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the 
disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was 
girded. 6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, 
Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What 
I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8 Peter saith 
unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash 
thee not, thou hast no part with me. 9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, 
not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 10 Jesus saith to him, 
He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every 
whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who should betray him; 
therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 
 
12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and was 
set down again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 
13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 14 If I then, 
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you. 16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not 
greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent 
him. 17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
 
18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the 
scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his 
heel against me. 19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come 
to pass, ye may believe that I am he. 20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth 
me receiveth him that sent me. 



 
21 When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and 
said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. 22 Then 
the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake. 
23 Now there was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom 
Jesus loved. 24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should 
ask who it should be of whom he spake. 25 He then lying on Jesus' breast 
saith unto him, Lord, who is it? 26 Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall 
give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he 
gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. 27 And after the sop Satan 
entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, do quickly. 
28 Now no man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto 
him. 29 For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus 
had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the 
feast; or, that he should give something to the poor. 30 He then having 
received the sop went immediately out: and it was night. 
 
A LOWLY TASK 
If you have ever had a task that seemed too lowly to do, you might find 
a remedy by reading this story in John 13. I’m not sure if we can truly 
grasp the condescension of this event as the Creator of the universe laid 
aside His garments and went around the room doing this most menial 
task of washing feet. What a contrast this was to the disciples in Mark 
9:33-34 when they were arguing about which of them was the 
“greatest.” On a separate occasion, Jesus taught His disciples a lesson on 
being “great.” In Mark 10:43-45 He said, “...but whosoever will be great 
among you, shall be your minister: And whosoever of you will be the 
chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even the Son of man came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
In this passage, Jesus taught them that if He as their Lord and Master 
washed their feet, then they should wash each other’s feet. What a 
significant lesson this is in humility and remembering the servant is not 
greater than his Master. Is there anything for the Lord that we are 
unwilling to do because it is “beneath” us? 
 
WASHING 
As Jesus came to Peter, Peter insisted that Jesus would not wash his feet. 
We would assume that Peter felt uncomfortable with Jesus performing 



this task. When Jesus told Peter that he had no part with Him if his feet 
were not washed, then Peter went to the other extreme and asked Jesus 
to wash ALL of him. The Lord then corrected his thinking. Someone 
who is clean but only has dirty feet does not need to be washed entirely. 
Only his feet need cleaning. But the Lord’s words seemed to go beyond 
physical washing when He added, “...and ye are clean, but not all.” He 
said this knowing that Judas would betray Him and that his heart was not 
truly clean. The Bible teaches that believers are forgiven of their sins 
through faith in Jesus. I Corinthians 6 speaks of the condition of the saved 
when it says in verse 11, “...but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but 
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our 
God.” There is no indication in the Bible of true believers needing to get 
saved again (rewashed) over and over every time we sin. If our “feet get 
dirty” then we should seek God’s forgiveness, but it does not change our 
standing as righteous before God, because that is based upon the 
righteousness of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
THE BETRAYER 
It is intriguing to read about the scene with Jesus and His disciples in 
which the Lord’s betrayer is announced and identified. Amazingly, no one 
seemed to suspect Judas, even after Jesus clearly identified him. Verse 22 
says that when Jesus announced that He would be betrayed by one of 
them, the disciples doubted “of whom He spake.” In the Matthew 
account, the disciples seemed to possibly suspect themselves, asking, 
“Lord, is it I?” (Matthew 26:22) Even after Jesus said it was the one to 
whom He would give the sop and then gave the sop to Judas, the 
disciples still did not recognize Judas as the betrayer. We also see clearly 
the nature of Satan. In John 8, Jesus identified Satan as a liar and a 
murderer. Here, he entered into Judas, and the next time we see Judas 
he is bringing a band of men to take the Lord and eventually deliver Him 
to be put to death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 22 John 13:31-38; 14:1-21 
 
31 Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of man 
glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God be glorified in him, God 
shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. 33 Little 
children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said 
unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you. 34 A 
new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have 
loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 
 
36 Simon Peter said unto him, Lord, whither goest thou? Jesus answered 
him, Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou shalt follow 
me afterwards. 37 Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee 
now? I will lay down my life for thy sake. 38 Jesus answered him, Wilt 
thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The 
cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice. 
 
John 14 
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In 
my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 
you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. 4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 
 
5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way? 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
 
7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from 
henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 
 
8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; 
and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 10 Believest thou not that 
I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you 
I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 



works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else 
believe me for the very works' sake. 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater 
works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 
 
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
 
16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever; 17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom 
the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: 
but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. 
 
18 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while, 
and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall 
live also. 20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in 
me, and I in you. 21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.  
 
LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER 
In verse 35, Jesus identified how mankind would know His disciples. It 
would be by their love one toward another. I remember years ago 
driving near our home in San Bernardino, CA, and seeing a bizarre 
bumper sticker. It said, “I love God. It’s His fans I cannot stand.” These 
two thoughts are not congruent. (See I John 4:7-8). The New Testament 
speaks much of the love of God’s children for each other. Here, not only 
did Jesus command it to His disciples, but also said it was how men 
would know that they were His disciples.  
 
HOW STRONG DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? 
Have you ever envisioned being in certain circumstances and had 
expectations of how you would respond, only to later find that you 
faltered? Peter claimed that he was willing to die for Jesus, but Jesus told 
him that he would actually deny Him three times. I Corinthians 10:12 
says, “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 



This does not excuse failure, but it does remind us not to have 
confidence in our own selves. Our strength must come from God. 
 
THE LORD’S RETURN 
Even before Jesus died, rose again, and ascended back to heaven, He 
spoke of His return one day. In verses 2-3, the Lord told His disciples 
that He was going to prepare a place for them and that He would one 
day return for them. The New Testament writings after the time of Jesus 
have very clear teachings about His return. They include Acts 1:9-11, I 
Thessalonians 4:14-17, Titus 2:13, and Philippians 3:20-21. Unfortunately, 
various people (perhaps well-intentioned) have made erroneous 
predictions about the exact dates of Jesus’ return, even in recent days. 
While these wrong predictions may give scoffers the opportunities to 
mock, the truth of the Lord’s return remains. Followers of Jesus are 
instructed to be looking for Him to come again. Hebrews 10:37 says, 
“For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not 
tarry.” 
 
ONE WAY 
One of the clearest teachings in the Bible about the way of salvation is in 
John 14:6, “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” The way to God is not by our 
own goodness, through a church, or through personal sincerity in the 
religion of our choice. I Timothy 2:5 says that there is “one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” In Matthew 7, Jesus spoke 
of the way of life being narrow and the way of destruction being broad, 
yet the invitation to be saved is to “whosoever will.” Proverbs 14:12 
speaks of there being a way that “seems” right, yet it leads to death. The 
right way must not be determined by man’s opinion, but by God’s clear 
declaration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 23 John 14:22-31; 15:1-17 
 
22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest 
thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 23 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 24 He 
that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear 
is not mine, but the Father's which sent me. 
 
25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26 But 
the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 
 
27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid. 28 Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, and come again 
unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I go unto the 
Father: for my Father is greater than I. 29 And now I have told you before 
it come to pass, that, when it is come to pass, ye might believe. 
30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in me. 31 But that the world may know that I 
love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. 
Arise, let us go hence. 
 
John 15 
I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch in 
me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth 
fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye are the 
branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 
cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 



you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be 
my disciples. 9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: 
continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in 
my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in 
his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might 
remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 
 
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved 
you. 
 
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends. 14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 
15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what 
his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have 
heard of my Father I have made known unto you. 16 Ye have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye 
shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 17 These things I 
command you, that ye love one another. 
 
THE PEACE OF GOD 
Jesus told His disciples in verse 27 that He was leaving His peace with 
them. Later in John 16:33, Jesus spoke of both having peace in Him and 
having tribulation in the world. The world is filled with circumstances that 
are far from “peaceful,” yet God’s children can still experience His peace 
in their hearts. Jesus said in verse 27, “Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.”  Similarly, we read in Philippians 4:6-7, “Be careful 
for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace 
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus.” God’s people do not need to get caught up 
in worrying over politics, negative news, and fearful events. Conversely, 
we need to find true rest in knowing that we are in God’s care and that 
He is ultimately in control.  
 
BEARING FRUIT 
The premise of Jesus’ teaching in today’s passage is a basic principle in 
the plant world. Jesus used a vine as His example, but His teaching would 



obviously be true for any plant that produced fruit. The branches on 
which fruit grows have no life of themselves. If you cut a branch off a 
fruit tree, it would wither and die. It could not bud, blossom, and 
produce fruit. The branch receives its life and nourishment from the vine 
or tree to which it is attached. Fruit in our lives is not produced by 
ourselves, independently from Jesus—it is only produced by Jesus. “As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me.”  
 
According to verse 2, what happens to branches that bear fruit? They are 
purged. If you had a fruit tree in your yard that got extra or unnecessary 
growth, it would be good to prune it. Extra growth can sometimes 
hinder the overall productivity of a branch. This passage says that 
branches that bear fruit get purged. Purging in our lives should not be 
viewed negatively, but rather as opportunities to produce more fruit. A 
similar thought is found in James 1:2-4 which says, “My brethren, count it 
all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying 
of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, 
that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” When God purges 
us, it will make us able to produce more fruit, which will be to His glory. 
 
JOY 
Is joy a characteristic of your life? For those who know the Lord, it should 
be. Jesus said in verse 11, “These things have I spoken unto you, that my 
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.” God’s people 
should be a shining example before others of true joy as they sojourn 
through this life. I Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In every thing give thanks: for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 24 John 15:18-27; 16:1-22 
 
18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye 
are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore 
the world hateth you. 20 Remember the word that I said unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also. 
21 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because 
they know not him that sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken unto 
them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin.  
23 He that hateth me hateth my Father also. 24 If I had not done among 
them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but 
now have they both seen and hated both me and my Father. 25 But 
this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their 
law, They hated me without a cause. 
 
26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
shall testify of me: 27 And ye also shall bear witness, because ye have 
been with me from the beginning. 
 
John 16 
These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 
2 They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that 
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 3 And these 
things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, 
nor me. 4 But these things have I told you, that when the time shall 
come, ye may remember that I told you of them. And these things I said 
not unto you at the beginning, because I was with you. 
 
5 But now I go my way to him that sent me; and none of you asketh me, 
Whither goest thou? 6 But because I have said these things unto you, 
sorrow hath filled your heart. 7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is 
expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 8 And when 
he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 



judgment: 9 Of sin, because they believe not on me; 10 Of righteousness, 
because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; 11 Of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is judged. 
 
12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 14 He shall glorify 
me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 15 All things 
that the Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, 
and shall shew it unto you. 
 
16 A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye 
shall see me, because I go to the Father. 
 
17 Then said some of his disciples among themselves, What is this that he 
saith unto us, A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little 
while, and ye shall see me: and, Because I go to the Father? 18 They said 
therefore, What is this that he saith, A little while? we cannot tell what 
he saith. 19 Now Jesus knew that they were desirous to ask him, and said 
unto them, Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, 
and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me? 
20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the 
world shall rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be 
turned into joy. 21 A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because 
her hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she 
remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into the 
world. 22 And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, 
and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you. 
 
OPPOSITION FROM THE WORLD 
The Lord mentioned several things in our passage today about the 
opposition that comes from the world. Jesus said that the world hated 
Him before it hated His followers. He said that if they had been of the 
world then the world would love them, but since they had been chosen 
out of the world, the world hated them. I Peter 4:3-4 seems to speak of 
those in the world that thought it a “strange” thing that believers were 
not acting the way they once did prior to their faith in Jesus. Jesus 



referenced Psalm 69:4 when He said that the world hated Him without a 
cause. There was no genuine reason that the Jews had to hate Jesus. He 
went about healing, helping, and teaching, yet He was despised by certain 
of the leaders in Israel. He also told them that “...the  servant is not 
greater than his lord.” As Jesus suffered, His followers would suffer as 
well. 
 
Interestingly, some of these adversaries of Jesus, by killing Jesus’ disciples, 
would actually think that they were doing a service for God (John 16:2). 
Saul of Tarsus (before he became known as Paul the Apostle) seems to 
have been one of these.  How amazing that some could think that they 
were doing something for God, while in reality that do not even know 
Him. Thankfully, all earthly suffering for Christians is temporary, and there 
is an eternity of glory that awaits. Romans 8:18 says, “For I reckon that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us.”  
 
THE COMFORTER 
In these chapters leading up to Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, the Lord 
spoke of the Comforter, Who is the Holy Ghost (John 14:26). Jesus 
would soon be leaving them, but the Comforter would be sent to them. 
In our devotional on Day 11, we saw that the Holy Spirit indwells 
believers (I Cor. 6:19), seals believers (Ephesians 1:13) and is a witness to 
believers that they are God’s children (Romans 8:16). It is an amazing, 
comforting, and sobering fact to consider that the Spirit of God dwells in 
those who have believed in Jesus. Believers are instructed not to quench 
or grieve the Holy Spirit. (I Thessalonians 5:19 & Ephesians 4:30) 
 
In today’s passage we read that the Comforter would testify of Jesus and 
would not “speak of Himself.”  The Lord had spent His ministry teaching 
what God the Father wanted Him to teach, and soon the Holy Spirit 
would communicate what He received from Jesus. The powerful work of 
the Holy Spirit can be seen in the book of Acts as the message of the 
Gospel begins to be proclaimed throughout the world. 
 
 
 



Day 25 John 16:23-33; 17:1-26 
 
23 And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you. 
24 Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full. 
 
25 These things have I spoken unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, 
when I shall no more speak unto you in proverbs, but I shall shew you 
plainly of the Father. 26 At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not 
unto you, that I will pray the Father for you: 27 For the Father himself 
loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out 
from God. 28 I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world: 
again, I leave the world, and go to the Father. 
 
29 His disciples said unto him, Lo, now speakest thou plainly, and speakest 
no proverb. 30 Now are we sure that thou knowest all things, and 
needest not that any man should ask thee: by this we believe that thou 
camest forth from God. 31 Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? 
32 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, 
every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, 
because the Father is with me. 33 These things I have spoken unto you, 
that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but 
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
 
John 17 
These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify 
thee: 2 As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 3 And this is life eternal, 
that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
thou hast sent. 4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the 
work which thou gavest me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was. 
 
6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of 
the world: thine they were, and thou gavest them me; and they have 



kept thy word. 7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou 
hast given me are of thee. 8 For I have given unto them the words which 
thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely 
that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send 
me. 9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou 
hast given me; for they are thine. 10 And all mine are thine, and thine are 
mine; and I am glorified in them. 11 And now I am no more in the world, 
but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may 
be one, as we are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in 
thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is 
lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
 
13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that 
they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them thy 
word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the 
evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast sent 
me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19 And 
for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through 
the truth. 
 
20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word; 21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me. 
 
22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may 
be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24 Father, I will that 
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world. 
 



25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known 
thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. 26 And I have 
declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love 
wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them. 
 
ASKING AND RECEIVING 
Earlier in John 14:13-14, Jesus said, “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name, I will do it.” Here in verse 24, Jesus said, 
“Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full.” In the Lord’s teachings on prayer, He directed 
us to pray to our Father in heaven (Matthew 6:9). Here Jesus 
encouraged prayer in His Name. The appropriate manner of prayer from 
Scripture seems to be that believers should direct their prayers to God 
the Father in Jesus’ Name. In these passages, Jesus encouraged asking. 
Hebrews 4:16 speaks of coming boldly to the throne of grace. Yet we 
shouldn’t think of prayer as something we do just to get things we want. 
We need to ask according to the Lord’s will. I John 5:14 says, “And this is 
the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to 
his will, he heareth us…” 
 
JESUS’ PRAYER 
In John 17, we read of Jesus’ prayer to God the Father shortly before He 
was arrested, condemned, and crucified. We’ll note three things from 
Jesus’ prayer: 
 
1. Relationship. Bible salvation is often emphasized to be a relationship 
with God. We see that clearly in verse 3, as Jesus defined eternal life: 
“And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 
 
2. The Heavenly and the Earthly. All throughout John, Jesus is shown to 
be God in human flesh. We see the earthly aspect of Jesus’ ministry in 
verse 4, “I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work 
which thou gavest me to do.”  We also see the Heavenly aspect of Jesus’ 
nature in verse 5, “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was.” We 
read in Isaiah 42:8 that God does not share His glory, yet Jesus spoke of 



the glory He had with the Father before the world existed, giving us 
another reference to His true nature. 
 
3. Requests for current and future disciples. Jesus asked for several things 
for His disciples. He would soon be returning to heaven, but His disciples 
would still be here on earth. Jesus asked that His disciples be kept 
through God’s Name, that they be kept from “the evil” rather than being 
taken out of the world, and that they be sanctified through God’s truth 
(His Word). He prayed for believers yet future by saying in verse 20, 
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on 
me through their word...” He also asked for His followers to be with 
Him to see His glory. Jesus had glory before the world began. He laid 
aside that glory temporarily to come to this earth and become the 
perfect sacrifice for our sins. One day, those who know Him will get to 
see Him in all His glory, and be with Him for all eternity. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Day 26 John 18:1-27 
 
When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth with his disciples 
over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which he entered, 
and his disciples. 2 And Judas also, which betrayed him, knew the place: 
for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. 3 Judas then, having 
received a band of men and officers from the chief priests and Pharisees, 
cometh thither with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Jesus therefore, 
knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto 
them, Whom seek ye? 5 They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus 
saith unto them, I am he. And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with 
them. 6 As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went 
backward, and fell to the ground. 7 Then asked he them again, Whom 
seek ye? And they said, Jesus of Nazareth. 8 Jesus answered, I have told 
you that I am he: if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 9 That 
the saying might be fulfilled, which he spake, Of them which thou gavest 
me have I lost none. 10 Then Simon Peter having a sword drew it, and 
smote the high priest's servant, and cut off his right ear. The servant's 
name was Malchus. 11 Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into 
the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it? 
 
12 Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and 
bound him, 13 And led him away to Annas first; for he was father in law 
to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year. 14 Now Caiaphas 
was he, which gave counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one 
man should die for the people. 
 
15 And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple: that 
disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the 
palace of the high priest. 16 But Peter stood at the door without. Then 
went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high priest, and 
spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter. 17 Then saith 
the damsel that kept the door unto Peter, Art not thou also one of this 
man's disciples? He saith, I am not. 18 And the servants and officers stood 
there, who had made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed 
themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself. 
 
19 The high priest then asked Jesus of his disciples, and of his doctrine. 



20 Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the 
synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in 
secret have I said nothing. 21 Why askest thou me? ask them which heard 
me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said. 22 And 
when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck 
Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest 
so? 23 Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: 
but if well, why smitest thou me? 24 Now Annas had sent him bound 
unto Caiaphas the high priest. 
 
25 And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto 
him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am 
not. 26 One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose 
ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him? 
27 Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew. 
 
JESUS’ WILLINGNESS TO BE OUR SAVIOR 
There are certain details of Jesus’ arrest that are found in one or more of 
the other Gospels but are not recorded in John. These include the way 
Judas identified Jesus with a kiss, the healing of Malchus’ severed ear, and 
the fleeing of the disciples. (See Matthew 27:47-56, Mark 14:43-52, and 
Luke 22:47-53 for some of these other details.) One of the details that IS 
unique to John is found in verse 6. After Jesus identified Himself as the 
One they were looking for, “...they went backward, and fell to the 
ground.” Rather than being overpowered by His enemies, Jesus appeared 
to display both His power (as they fell to the ground) and His willingness 
to be arrested and crucified. I wonder what the arresting officers were 
thinking as they fell to the ground or when Malchus’ ear was restored. 
Further showing His submission to the Father’s will, Jesus told Peter to 
put his sword away and indicated that He should drink the cup His 
Father had given Him. In Matthew 26:53 He said, “Thinkest thou that I 
cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than 
twelve legions of angels?” These events were not a surprise to the Lord. 
Verse 4 says that He knew all things that were to happen to Him. 
 
What a scene this was as Jesus was bound and led away. Back in John 
1:10, we read, “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not.” Here was the Creator being bound by 



men whose very existence was the result of His creative power. Here 
was Jesus, without sin, being arrested by sinners to eventually be falsely 
accused and sentenced to die. Hebrews 12:3 encourages us to 
“...consider him that endured such contradiction of sinners against 
himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” If you know Jesus as 
your Savior, no matter what trial, affliction, or discouragement you may 
face, remember Jesus and the unimaginable injustice He endured so that 
He could save our souls. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Day 27 John 18:28-40; 19:1-12 
 

28 Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it 
was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they 
should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover. 29 Pilate then 
went out unto them, and said, What accusation bring ye against this 
man? 30 They answered and said unto him, If he were not a malefactor, 
we would not have delivered him up unto thee. 31 Then said Pilate unto 
them, Take ye him, and judge him according to your law. The Jews 
therefore said unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man to death: 
32 That the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled, which he spake, signifying 
what death he should die. 
 
33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and 
said unto him, Art thou the King of the Jews? 34 Jesus answered him, 
Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 35 Pilate 
answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 36 Jesus answered, My 
kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but 
now is my kingdom not from hence. 37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art 
thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this 
end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should 
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my 
voice. 38 Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when he had said this, 
he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no 
fault at all. 39 But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at 
the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the King of the 
Jews? 40 Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas. 
Now Barabbas was a robber. 
 
John 19 
Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. 2 And the soldiers 
platted a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him a 
purple robe, 3 And said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they smote him with 
their hands. 4 Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, 
Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in 



him. 5 Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the 
purple robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the man! 6 When the 
chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify 
him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I 
find no fault in him. 7 The Jews answered him, We have a law, and by 
our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. 
 
8 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; 9 And 
went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art 
thou? But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Then saith Pilate unto him, 
Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to 
crucify thee, and have power to release thee? 11 Jesus answered, Thou 
couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from 
above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 
12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried 
out, saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: 
whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar. 
 
 
ISRAEL’S LEADERS 
The behavior of the high priest and other leaders of Israel was amazing 
and appalling. Before Jesus ever got to the place of crucifixion, He 
suffered shame and physical hurt. Verse 22 (yesterday’s passage) speaks 
of Jesus being hit with the palm of a hand after He answered a question 
from the high priest. In the Luke account of this scene, Jesus was 
blindfolded and asked to identify those who struck Him in the face. He 
was eventually taken to the Roman governor Pilate. Here we find a very 
skewed perspective on right and wrong. The Jews delivering Jesus to 
Pilate would not go into the judgment hall, because they felt it would 
make them unclean, and they would not be able to eat the Passover. 
While seeking to remain “clean” in this regard, they seemed to have no 
problem delivering an innocent man to be put to death. It is a reminder 
of what the Lord once said when rebuking the hypocrisy of the scribes 
and Pharisees, “...which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.” We are 
also reminded about how people can justify things in their own minds. 
Proverbs 21:2 says, “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the 
LORD pondereth the hearts.” 
 



PILATE’S QUESTIONS 
After Jesus was delivered to Pilate, Pilate asked Him if He were the King 
of the Jews. In answering this, Jesus stated that His kingdom was NOT of 
this world. Jesus was not there to rally an army and overthrow the 
government. The kingdom of God WILL one day come to this earth, and 
one day Jesus WILL come as the conquering king. But the Kingdom of 
God is built by individuals believing on Jesus, as the Lord spoke to 
Nicodemus back in John 3. Even today, the work of God does not go 
forward by military force, but by the preaching of His Word. 
 
Pilate also asked Jesus, “What is truth?” That is a significant question, and 
one that is relevant for people of all times. Is there absolute truth? Does 
truth change? Is truth based on what the majority decides is right? The 
Bible has some answers about truth. Notably, we read that the laws of 
God are written on the heart of man (Romans 2:14-15). There are 
certain things that by nature we know are right and wrong. Back in John 
17:17, Jesus said that God’s Word is truth, and in John 14:6, Jesus said, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life...” Thus, the source of truth is God. 
 
PILATE’S POSITION 
Jesus’ suffering even before His crucifixion continued as He was 
scourged, given a crown of thorns and a purple robe, and mocked. Pilate 
presented Him before the people with the conclusion that he could find 
no fault in Him. When the Jews called for Jesus to be crucified, Pilate 
again stated that he could find no fault in the Lord. It seems clear that 
Pilate struggled with his decision about Jesus. He became afraid when the 
Jews told him that Jesus “made himself the Son of God.” But when he 
asked Jesus where He was from, the Lord did not give an answer. In the 
Matthew account, Pilate’s wife warned him not to have anything to do 
with Jesus as she had suffered many things in a dream because Him 
(Matthew 27:19). Pilate pressed Jesus to give him an answer, reminding 
Him that he had the power to condemn or release. Notably, Jesus 
pointed out to Pilate that the reason he had power was that it had been 
given to him from above. The Bible speaks clearly about human 
government. For example, Romans 13:1 and I Peter 2:13 tells us to be in 
submission to rulers.  Certainly, when man’s law conflicts with God’s law, 
we are to obey God first (Acts 5:29). But as a general basic Bible 
principle, we are to respect and obey human authority.  



Day 28 John 19:13-42 
 

13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and 
sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but 
in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 And it was the preparation of the passover, 
and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King! 
15 But they cried out, Away with him, away with him, crucify him. Pilate 
saith unto them, Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests answered, We 
have no king but Caesar. 
 
16 Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they 
took Jesus, and led him away. 
 
17 And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a 
skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha: 18 Where they crucified 
him, and two other with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. 
19 And Pilate wrote a title, and put it on the cross. And the writing was, 
JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 This title then read 
many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the 
city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 21 Then said the 
chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but 
that he said, I am King of the Jews. 22 Pilate answered, What I have 
written I have written. 
 
23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, 
and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the 
coat was without seam, woven from the top throughout. 24 They said 
therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, 
whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They 
parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. 
These things therefore the soldiers did. 25 Now there stood by the cross 
of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas, 
and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the 
disciple standing by, whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, 
behold thy son! 27 Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And 
from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. 



28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that 
the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. 29 Now there was set a 
vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it  
upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. 30 When Jesus therefore had 
received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and 
gave up the ghost. 
 
31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies 
should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath 
day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, 
and that they might be taken away. 32 Then came the soldiers, and brake 
the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 33 But 
when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake 
not his legs: 34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
forthwith came there out blood and water. 35 And he that saw it bare 
record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye 
might believe. 36 For these things were done, that the scripture should be 
fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken. 37 And again another 
scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced. 
 
38 And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but 
secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the 
body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took 
the body of Jesus. 39 And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first 
came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
an hundred pound weight. 40 Then took they the body of Jesus, and 
wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews is to 
bury. 41 Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; 
and in the garden a new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid. 
42 There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; 
for the sepulchre was nigh at hand. 
 
THE VERDICT 
While Pilate tried to claim innocence in his verdict (See Matthew 27:24 
and Pilate’s washing of his hands.), he did delivered Jesus to be crucified.  
Let’s consider two things regarding the decision to crucify Jesus. First, 
think about the consequences for the Jews. Jesus told a parable in Luke 
20:9-16 that appears clearly to have foretold the destruction of Jerusalem 



because of the Jews’ rejection of their Messiah. Did they have any idea 
what they were saying when they cried, “His blood be on us, and on our 
children”? (Matthew 27:25). Of course this does NOT justify those who 
have thought it acceptable to hurt the Jews because of this. 
 
Secondly, we consider that Pilate’s verdict (at the prodding of the Jews) 
accomplished the plan of God. As explained above, it is NOT that Pilate 
and the Jews were not accountable for their choices, but it is significant 
that their choices fulfilled God’s plan. In Acts 4:27-28, we read this prayer 
from early believers, “For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, 
and the people of Israel, were gathered together, For to do whatsoever 
thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done.” An unjust trial 
following unjust accusations led to an unjust verdict, yet the result was 
that Jesus became the one perfect sacrifice that can provide you and me 
the forgiveness of our sins, according to the plan of God. 
 
FULFILLED PROPHECY 
As Jesus was crucified and died for the sins of the world, several 
prophecies were fulfilled. The Bible is filled with predictions of things to 
come to pass. Some have already occurred, and some have yet to be 
fulfilled. Let’s note some fulfilled prophecies related to Jesus’ crucifixion. 
Verses 23-24 tell us that the soldiers divided up Jesus’ clothes but cast 
lots for His coat. This fulfilled Psalm 22:18. Verse 31 says that the Jews 
wanted to get the victims down from the cross before the Sabbath Day, 
so to hasten this process the soldiers set out to break their legs. 
However, when they saw that Jesus was already dead, they did not break 
His legs. The fact that none of Jesus’ bones were broken fulfilled Psalm 
34:20. (See also the Passover Lamb in Exodus 12:46.) This led to a 
soldier driving a spear into Jesus’ side, fulfilling Zechariah 12:10. We also 
read that Jesus was buried by Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus. 
Matthew 27:57-60 says that Joseph was a rich man and buried Jesus in 
his own tomb. Isaiah 53:9 tells us of the suffering One Who “...made his 
grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death...” We would also 
recognize the reference to the “wicked” in this verse as Jesus was 
crucified with two thieves. How accurate we see Scripture to be in 
speaking of things to come.  
 



Day 29 John 20:1-31 
 
The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet 
dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the 
sepulchre. 2 Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the 
other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken 
away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have 
laid him. 3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came 
to the sepulchre. 4 So they ran both together: and the other disciple did 
outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre. 5 And he stooping down, 
and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. 6 Then 
cometh Simon Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and 
seeth the linen clothes lie, 7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not 
lying with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. 
8 Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, 
and he saw, and believed. 9 For as yet they knew not the scripture, that 
he must rise again from the dead. 
 
10 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 
 
11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, 
she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, 12 And seeth two 
angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, 
where the body of Jesus had lain. 13 And they say unto her, Woman, why 
weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. 14 And when she had 
thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not 
that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? 
whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto 
him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, 
and I will take him away. 16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, 
and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 17 Jesus saith unto 
her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to 
my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your 
Father; and to my God, and your God. 18 Mary Magdalene came and told 
the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these 
things unto her. 
 



19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when 
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the 
Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be 
unto you. 20 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands 
and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord. 
21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed 
on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23 Whose 
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever 
sins ye retain, they are retained. 
 
24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them 
when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We 
have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands 
the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and 
thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 
 
26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with 
them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and 
said, Peace be unto you. 27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy 
finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into 
my side: and be not faithless, but believing. 28 And Thomas answered and 
said unto him, My Lord and my God. 29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, 
because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed. 
 
30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book: 31 But these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
might have life through his name. 
 
JESUS’ RESURRECTION 
Throughout the remainder of the New Testament, the resurrection of 
Jesus is spoken of often. The Biblical accounts in all four Gospels leave no 
room at all for an “alternate” explanation for the empty tomb. 
Interestingly, while Jesus had spoken plainly to His disciples about His 
upcoming death AND resurrection, no one who visited the tomb 
seemed to be expecting Jesus to be alive. Mary Magdalene found the 



tomb with the stone rolled away and reported to Peter and the other 
disciple that Jesus had been taken away. They ran to the tomb, and while 
the other disciple stopped short of going in, Peter entered and saw the 
linen grave clothes and the napkin that had been around Jesus’ head. 
Eventually the other disciple went in and then believed. In Luke we read 
that Jesus later appeared to His disciples, ate in their presence, and 
invited them to handle Him, drawing their attention to the fact that He 
was appearing to them in His physical body (Luke 24:36-43).  I 
Corinthians 15:1-8 identifies others who saw Jesus after His resurrection.  
 
The disciple Thomas often is known by the moniker “Doubting Thomas” 
because he refused to believe until he personally inspected Jesus’ 
wounds. Although Thomas eventually had this opportunity, Jesus 
commended those who believe without seeing. Everyone today who has 
believed upon Jesus has done so without having seen Jesus come to this 
earth, die, and rise again. Some may wonder if this is “blind” faith. 
Certainly it is not. We have the record of Scripture and the witness of 
the Holy Spirit, Who Jesus said would testify of Him (John 15:26). 
Romans 10:17 teaches, “...faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.” Verses 30-31 of our passage state that these signs were 
written that we might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
The accounts of Jesus’ mighty acts to heal, to walk on water, to turn 
water to wine, to feed thousands of people from a boy’s lunch, to die 
and rise from the dead show plainly Who He was and is. The second 
part of verse 31 says, “...and that believing ye might have life through his 
name.” It is through Jesus alone, Who died for our sins and victoriously 
rose again, that we can have eternal life. Acts 4:12 echoes this truth, 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 
 
DEITY 
We have noted references to Jesus’ Deity throughout the Gospel of 
John. Upon seeing Jesus alive, Thomas declared, “My Lord and my God.” 
Jesus did not rebuke Thomas for saying such this, nor did He rebuke the 
blind man He healed in John 9 for worshipping Him. Contrast this with 
Acts 10:26-27 (where Peter refused to let Cornelius worship him) and 
Revelation 22:8-9 (where an angel prevented John from worshiping him). 
Worship of Jesus was appropriate because of His Divine nature. 



Day 30 John 21:1-25 
 
After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea 
of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed he himself. 2 There were together 
Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in 
Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples. 3 Simon 
Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with 
thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that 
night they caught nothing. 
 
4 But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but 
the disciples knew not that it was Jesus. 5 Then Jesus saith unto them, 
Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No. 6 And he said unto 
them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They 
cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude 
of fishes. 7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is 
the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he girt his 
fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the 
sea. 8 And the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far 
from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) dragging the net with 
fishes. 
 
9 As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, 
and fish laid thereon, and bread. 10 Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish 
which ye have now caught. 11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to 
land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there 
were so many, yet was not the net broken. 
 
12 Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine. And none of the disciples durst 
ask him, Who art thou? knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus then 
cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise. 14 This is 
now the third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that 
he was risen from the dead. 
 
15 So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; 
thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16 He 
saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? 



He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep. 17 He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son 
of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him 
the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou 
knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, 
Feed my sheep. 
 
18 Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst 
thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, 
thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry 
thee whither thou wouldest not. 19 This spake he, signifying by what 
death he should glorify God. And when he had spoken this, he saith unto 
him, Follow me. 
 
20 Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved 
following; which also leaned on his breast at supper, and said, Lord, 
which is he that betrayeth thee? 21 Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, 
and what shall this man do? 22 Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. 23 Then went this saying 
abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus 
said not unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee? 
 
24 This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote these 
things: and we know that his testimony is true. 
 
25 And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if 
they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself 
could not contain the books that should be written. Amen. 
 
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-THREE FISH 
In the final chapter of John we read the curious story of Peter and six 
other disciples going fishing. Peter, James, and John were fishermen 
before they left fishing to serve the Lord and become “fishers of men.” 
Interestingly, we never again find them fishing after forsaking their nets 
until here in John 21, after Jesus’ resurrection. Similarly to that earlier 
story in Luke 5:1-11, the fishing expedition initially resulted in no fish. (I 
remember a church outing years ago that had a fishing competition, and 



the fishing was so bad, one of my sons won second place just for having 
a fish nibble on his line.) Yet also similarly to Luke 5, many fish were 
caught after Jesus intervened. In this case, the catch was 153 fish. We are 
truly reminded of the importance of God’s power in our service for Him. 
As Jesus said in John 15:5, “...for without me ye can do nothing.” 
 
QUESTIONS FOR PETER 
Peter seemed particularly eager to get to shore to see Jesus, as he 
jumped into the sea rather than coming to shore in a small boat like the 
other disciples did. Following their meal, Jesus asked Peter three times 
about his love for Him. It is notable that Jesus seemed to speak gently to 
Peter, even after Peter denied the Lord three times. We do not see 
Jesus condemning Peter or telling him what a great disappointment he 
was. It seems that Jesus’ point was made in this gentle way. While there 
are certainly times for stern confrontation, I wonder if many believers 
could benefit from the Lord’s example in dealing with certain ones that 
we need to confront. It is also significant that Jesus encouraged Peter to 
continue in service for Him. Peter was not dismissed from being a 
disciple for his act of cowardice. He went on to serve the Lord in a 
significant way. I’m not trying to suggest that certain actions of ours might 
not carry certain consequences, but it is encouraging here to see that 
Jesus still had important work for Peter to do. 
 
A QUESTION FROM PETER 
Jesus also spoke to Peter about his death one day that would glorify 
God. Peter then asked Jesus, “...and what shall this man do?” The man in 
question is said in verse 24 to be the writer of this book—John. Jesus 
replied to Peter, “If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
follow thou me.” We should be careful about comparing God’s working 
in our lives to His working in someone else’s life. There are plenty of 
examples in the Bible showing how God’s plans can vary from person to 
person. We simply need to trust Him and accept His will for our life, 
rather than wondering about His will for another’s life.  
 
 


